
We’re excited to have you come to Washington D.C. as advocates this September. This is an opportunity to

build relationships with Members of Congress and their staffs to advocate for a more compassionate and

humane immigration system. Having you show up as both Conference Ministers and constituents works to

complement the efforts of the D.C. office. It is critical for legislators to see the priorities and concerns of their

constituents and the United Church of Christ.

 

You are here because the administration continues to implement policies that have resulted in the mass

separation of children from families; additional traumatization of people already fleeing violence and death; and

preventable deaths of both adults and children in U.S. care. Closing the door to men, women, and children

fleeing brutal violence violates the fundamental nature of our faith. We are called to speak truth into these

spaces of power; letting Congress know the unjust and immoral treatment of our immigrant neighbors must

end, and as our elected representatives they have a critical role in making that happen.

 

While you are here you’ll be talking to congressional offices specifically about the Fiscal Year 2020

Appropriations legislation, and funding for the Department of Homeland Security. Many of you have signed

onto the conference minister statement that outlines our specific asks, which we will share with Member’s

offices. The statement asks the following:

 

In preparation for the Fiscal Year 2020 appropriations discussions Congressional spending bills must:

 

Reject increased funding for detention, deportation, and border militarization, with a careful eye toward

the Department of Homeland Security (DHS). These funds have been used for the immoral separation of

families, detention, and deportation of migrants, as well as unjust enforcement practices.
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Enact stringent oversight mechanisms on existing DHS enforcement and spending practices. The crass

overspending and harmful enforcement activities of DHS agencies, especially those of Immigrations and

Customs Enforcement (ICE) and Customs and Border Protection (CBP) have resulted in the mass and

sometimes fatal mistreatment of migrants. This should include restrictions on the ability of DHS to

transfer money from other agencies to implement additional enforcement or detention priorities.

Invest in programs that serve our communities, offer true humanitarian assistance, and protect human

dignity. This includes community-based alternatives to detention such as the Family Case Management

Program. These alternatives shift the paradigm and bias away from detention and toward non-restrictive

alternatives that support individuals who are navigating the immigration and asylum systems.

 

Below is a list of additional resources to provide context for your visits. Please consider this background

reading before your arrival:

Appropriations 101

Federal Budget Process Timeline

Report on the “A Toxic Relationship: Private Prisons and U.S. Immigration Detention”

Women’s Refugee Commission Background on the Family Case Management Program

Detention Watch Network paper on "Ending the Use of Immigration Detention to Deter Migration”

Detention

National Immigrant Justice Center: Systemic Rights Abuses on the Border: The Real Problems and What

Will Fix Them

Compendium of the Real Alternatives to Detention

Immigration Advocate Collaboration: “Five Investments in our Immigration System that Address the

‘Crisis a the Border’”

Faith-Based Border Policy Recommendations

Faith Group Letter: Divest from Detention and Deportation; Invest in Human Needs

 

Our hope is that you find this material helpful for providing context.  Don’t worry, there isn’t going to be a

test! Advocacy isn’t about memorizing facts and figures, it’s about sharing the stories of how UCC

congregations and conferences have responded to, and stood alongside, our immigrant neighbors. It is about

simply sitting down, discussing the reason we do faith-based advocacy, and about leaving room for the Holy

Spirit to move in people’s hearts. Thank you for joining the work of being a witness for justice!

 

The D.C. Office

Sandy, Mike, Katie, Madison, Jessi, Noel, and Suanne
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