
United Church of Christ, Southwest Conference and member Congregations join Amicus 
Brief Opposing Anti-Muslim, Anti-Refugee Executive Order 

The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ is located 35 miles from the U.S./Mexico 
Border. Over the past 17 years we have watched the Clinton, Bush, and Obama 
Administrations force the most vulnerable of humanity into the most dangerous and 
isolated parts of the desert. Literally thousands have died within miles of the church. As 
people of faith we have had no choice but to follow Jesus’ commandment to welcome the 
stranger, so we offer food, water and medical care in the desert to the least and the lost, 
the tired and huddled masses. 

The experience of meeting thousands of humble migrants in the parched desert has 
connected us to their stories and their lives, and has helped us understand the root 
causes of immigration - how good people become refugees. Because of our ministry in the 
Sonoran desert,  we have connected with churches in Italy, Turkey, and Hungary that in 
recent years have experienced a flood of immigrants and refugees that are fleeing similar 
or worse conditions. We have learned from their incredible ways of practicing the faith. 

Because of this journey, the Good Shepherd United Church of Christ has prayerfully 
decided to join the Amicus Brief Opposing the Anti-Muslim, Anti-Refugee Executive Order. 
There is no respectable Christian argument that can square the decision to deny the 
admission of well-vetted refugees from Syria and other majority-Muslim nations. The 
United States has had a hand in destabilizing the region, effectively throwing gasoline on a 
house that is on fire and then barring the door as desperate families struggle to escape. 
We condemn the executive order regarding asylum seekers, the ban on the admission of 
any refugee for a period of time, as well as the ban on admitting all immigrants and 
non-immigrants from seven countries. These orders are not in keeping with the values 
and moral fabric of our nation.  

Instead we challenge our nation to reach beyond our fear and division and to practice the 
teachings of our forbearers, which always included compassion and risking one’s own life 
for the other.  
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