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As a Christian and as the faith leader for the Southwest Conference of the United Church of Christ, I know that 

welcoming refugees is one way we express our faith and live into our purpose: To love God with all our heart, 

mind, soul, and strength and our neighbor as ourselves. An executive order issued on January 27, and currently 

making its way through the courts, clouds our vision of a just world for all, and prevents us from welcoming 

and loving all people. 

Jesus was a refugee. The United Church of Christ was founded by the Pilgrims, refugees themselves.  Faith 

communities in general, and the United Church of Christ in particular, have a long history of caring for 

refugees. The women and men and children seeking freedom, safety, and new beginnings have come from 

every religious background and with no religion at all, and from every corner of the world. Caring for them is in 

our DNA and is an essential part of our expression of religious freedom as Christians.  

Since the executive order was issued On January 27, refugee resettlement ministries have been caught in chaos. 

Flights from Syria, Iraq, Iran, Yemen, Libya, Somalia, and Sudan were cancelled. This morning Mary Blaufuss, 

UCC national staff member who works with our refugee ministry partner, Church World Service (CWS), told 

me that on Feb. 3 all refugee flights were cancelled; some of those flights only resumed yesterday. Families 

were separated, inbound refugees were detained. "There are too many stories of individual lives effected this 

week" to be told.  

The executive order has dire consequences for the long term. CWS estimates that the number of refugees 

admitted into the country will be cut in half. Without refugees to resettle, refugee ministries receive no 

government reimbursement for their work. That loss of income translates into resettlement offices laying off 

staff members who have "lifetimes of experience." Jim Moos, Executive Minister for Global Ministries of the 

United Church of Christ explained, "The infrastructure for helping refugees cannot be supported, and once 

capacity is lost, it can't be restored with the flip of a switch."  

Devastating damage to traumatized, wounded, displaced people has been done in the 13 days that this executive 

order has darkened our country and blotted out the rays of hope for thousands of our fellow human beings 

looking to us for help. 

The Southwest Conference of the United Church of Christ calls on the President to rescind his order. We call on 

the United States Congress to overturn the provisions of it that harm refugees, discriminate against any person 

based on their religious affiliation, and violates the values upon which our great nation was founded.  

Asking others to act is not enough. We are taking action.  

On Monday evening the Southwest Conference joined an amicus brief being filed in the case Darweesh v. 

Trump in the Eastern District of New York. This brief has the promise of being used in a number of other cases 

as they make their way through the judicial process, including the case heard yesterday in the 9th Circuit Court 

of Appeals.  
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Hameed Darweesh, is an Iraqi, a husband, and the father of three children. He worked for the U.S. military and 

his life was in danger in Iraq due to that relationship. The wife and son of Hader Alshawi, the other plaintiff in 

the case, were threatened because of their perceived ties to the United States.1 They had been granted legal entry 

into the United States only to arrive and be detained and threatened with deportation. 

We have become a friend of the court in their case as a way of saying thank you to them and to their families for 

risking their lives in service to our country, to share the benefits of a nation for which they risked and lost so 

much, and to live with integrity as people of faith. And we are not alone.  

We take this action with many other faith-based organizations who are acting as friends of the court by 

reminding judges and justices that:  

 Barring refugees from the United States is contrary to the teachings of our religious values, our faith 

traditions and our Sacred Texts. 

 Continuing to enforce this executive order disrespects the humanity of the other beings with whom we 

share this planet, ignores their life-threatening situations and personal pain.  

 Continued enforcement of the executive order offends the robust protection for equal treatment of all 

religions, interferes with our freedom to practice our religious beliefs as United States citizens.   

 The Order and its continued enforcement violates values of respect and compassion for other human 

beings.  

 The Order harms our security as US citizens by nurturing and promoting unfounded fear of others based 

on their religion and national origin religion, and creates fear within the hearts and minds of people 

considered to be 'not like us', whoever us is. 

We take this action with deep gratitude for the blessings and prayerful support of the United Church of Christ's 

General Minister and President, Rev.Dr. John Dorhauer, and of the UCC's Acting Executive Minister for Justice 

& Witness Ministries, Rev. Traci Blackmon. 

Most importantly, we are taking this action because it is consistent with the Gospel we proclaim. The Bible 

repeatedly invites Christians to live apart from fear, to welcome the stranger and alien to offer them protection 

and to share the blessings of the land with them, because we too were strangers and aliens. We invite everyone 

who hears the story of our actions to join us as friends of the court, to come together to make our voices heard 

for welcome and justice and peace, so that our world will know that we are not a nation built upon fear and 

exclusion, but upon peace, justice and love. Let our actions be faithful to the faith traditions we embrace for the 

good of all humankind.  

 

                                                 
1 https://www.aclu.org/cases/darweesh-v-trump 


