
     

 

    

“What has been will be again, what has been done will be done again; there is nothing new under the sun.” 

(Ecclesiastes 1:9) 

Dear Friends, 

 

The words of the writer of Ecclesiastes describe the situation in Lesotho. The result of the election back in June 

brought another change of coalitions.  It was the country’s third election in just five years.  Each one has 

resulted in a coalition government having only a slim majority in parliament.  This latest one returned Prime 

Minister Tom Thabane to power.  He held the position from 2012 to 2015 before his party lost out in the 2015 

elections.  The coalitions change, but the issues and problems remain the same.  When Mr. Thabane was in 

opposition there were calls for a government of national unity which fell on deaf ears of those in power.  

Shortly after losing the election in June, those with the deaf ears were suddenly calling for a government of 

national unity, a call which now fell on different deaf ears.  Whichever coalition happens to gain power cleans 

house and appoints their people to high positions, including positions that were, at one time, meant to be 

apolitical.  Under the previous government, opposition party leaders fled into South Africa saying their lives 

were in danger.  Now the new opposition party leaders have done the same thing.  Appointments and 

promotions made by the previous coalition have been rescinded.  Cries and complaints of police torture are 

common, as was the case under the previous coalition.  Security issues remain a deep concern as evidenced by 

the killing earlier this month of the army commander by two senior officers who were then themselves shot 

dead.  The officers were widely thought to have been directly involved in the assassination of a former 

commander in June 2015.  Indeed, is anything really new under the sun? 

 

Away from the machinations of politics and the military, 

life in Lesotho proceeds more or less as usual.  Up in the 

mountains, the landscape is at its bleakest brown except 

for the peach blossoms that offer the promise of new fruit 

some months down the road.  The first rains of the season 

are yet to arrive and may not come for another month or 

more, leaving little for the animals to graze on.  The 

government’s weather forecast is for average rainfall this 

season.  The rains can start in September, but in recent 

years they have tended to start in October at the earliest, 

and sometimes even later, especially here in the lowlands. 

 

There is something new happening at Mafa Secondary School:  the recently constructed classroom block is now 

in use!  Classes resumed in early August and the pupils and staff are excited to now have a new facility to work 

and learn in. The three classrooms give each of the three grades a place of their own.  No more having to go 

outside to learn when the students had to share two rather decrepit rooms in their old building.  As a former 

teacher who could never have too much chalkboard space, I made sure each of the rooms was equipped with 

two large boards which the teachers are delighted to have! 



One of the projects I am currently involved in is at Scott Hospital 

here in Morija.  The hospital, one of the health institutions of the 

Lesotho Evangelical Church in Southern Africa, was founded in 

1937 and is widely known in the country as where the current 

monarch, King Letsie III, was born in 1963.  For many years Scott 

was one of the premier health facilities in the country before falling 

on lean times.  But in recent years things have been turned around 

and a number of improvements are making way for a bright future.   

 

In previous newsletters (June and August 2016) I wrote 

about the renovation of the Labor Ward.  A short distance 

from there a new structure is going up and that is a 

Waiting Mothers’ Lodge.  We broke ground in early July 

and it is scheduled to be finished around mid-November.  

When completed and furnished, the lodge will provide a 

space for twenty women to stay while waiting to give 

birth in the Labor Ward.  The hospital has long needed to 

have such a place which will be of great benefit for 

women who do not live near a health facility.  

 

So even though there is some concern, turmoil and uncertainty here, life continues on.  Teachers still teach.  

Students still learn.  Builders still build.  And Christians still have faith, hope and love.  And we all know that 

“the greatest of these is love.” (I Corinthians 13: 14). 
 

 

Yours in Christ,                                                                                                 PO Box 200                

                                                                                                                           Morija  190         .  

                                                                                                                           Kingdom of Lesotho          

 

Mark Behle                                                                                                        Email:  mark37438@yahoo.com 

 

     

 

                                                         

                                                                                                                                                  

     

mailto:mark37438@yahoo.com

