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Dear Friends of the Southwest Conference, 
 

Lee's Message ...

I began my responsibilities as Acting Conference
Minister here in the Southwest Conference
August 1st. The contract extended to me by the
Executive Board of Directors is for three-quarter
time through October 31st and it can be extended
thirty days at a time as needed until the selected
Designated Conference Minister begins her/his
ministry among us.
 
It is a privilege and honor to be in this position
during this time of transition. I have been in
covenant with the Southwest Conference, UCC
for a dozen years now, starting as the senior
minister at First Congregational United Church of
Christ, Albuquerque, New Mexico, in 2003 and
retiring in 2012. (I served as chair of the
Committee on Church and Ministry for six of
those years). Then, coming out of retirement in
December 2014, I served as the interim pastor at Church of the Good Shepherd, Albuquerque,
New Mexico, through April 2015. And now, here I am!
 
It is important to distinguish between "acting" conference ministry and "intentional interim"
conference ministry. An acting CM performs all the responsibilities and duties of a conference
minister. An intentional interim CM has the five interim tasks to perform, plus all the duties of a
conference minister. My job as acting CM is to keep the momentum going that John Dorhauer
began seven years ago until a new designated CM is in place. The Southwest Conference is
healthy and vital. What an exciting place to be!
 
The future is bright for us and for our denomination. I am thrilled to be here and I look forward to
my interactions with you as covenantal partners in ministry over the next several months. Please
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do not hesitate to contact the conference office so the staff (Barbara, Holly, Sheri, and myself)
can serve you in your ministry setting.
 
Grace,
 
Lee Albertson

Brand New SWC Blog goes live Sept. 3rd!
Check it out at www.southwestconferenceblog.org.
  
Read a wide spectrum of topics (climate change, spiritual direction, transgender, happiness,
parenting, just to name a few) from a variety of contributors:
  
Karen Richter
Rev. Tyler Connoley
Rev. Ryan Gear
Davin Franklin-Hicks
Rev. Gerald Roseberry
Dr. Donald Fausel
Rev. Ken McIntosh
Rev. Teresa Blythe
  
If you're on Facebook, "like" the SWC Facebook page, and click "Get Notifications" under the
Like button so you won't miss a single post.
 

Music Mania 
CALLING ALL CHOIRS, SOLOISTS, ENSEMBLES & MUSICIANS!
 
Raise your voices; Play your piano; Strum your guitar; Beat your drum!
SAVE the DATE and plan to PARTICIPATE!

Choirs are encouraged to get the word out to their congregations to come to this concert--the
congregation with the highest percentage of participation will receive the coveted MusicMania
trophy!

Sunday, October 25,at 3 PM
Phoenix First Congregational United Church of Christ
1407 N 2nd Street

Reservations are requested by September 15 and details about your performers and
their selections are required by October 4. (2 pieces per church). Call Lisa Roger, 480-628-
2559.

Click here for the flyer!

Thanksgiving Alive is On!
Please advise your Youth advisors/Sunday School Teachers/Whoever has contact with youth at
your church that Thanksgiving Alive is "ON" for this fall.  It will take place at Church of the
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Beatitudes in Phoenix from the Friday after Thanksgiving through that Sunday morning worship,
Nov. 27-29. 

The big change for this year is that Young Adults are also invited to participate.  The planning
team will meet in early September and there'll be more information after that.  But for now--
put this on your calendars and encourage your JR/Sr High/Young Adults to plan on it.  It's a
great way for kids to reconnect with their friends from camp and build up momentum for next
summer.

Junior and Senior High Students!
 
The Youth Ministry Team of the Disciples of Christ has invited you to join their youth for their Fall
Retreat October 24-25.  More information will be coming out in a couple weeks, but HOLD THE
DATE.  For you Senior Highers, this will be a chance to see the friends you made at camp this
last summer!  

We will be inviting the DOC youth to join us on our Thanksgiving Alive! retreat in November.

What is a TRIAD?
Simply put, TRIAD is a gathering of three representatives from each of three area UCC
churches that meet three times a year to brainstorm, analyze and develop new ideas. The goal
is to help each church find innovative ways to excite and expand their congregation, both
spiritually and in numbers.

This program was conceived by Rev. John Dorhauer who asked several churches in the SW
conference to test out this new approach. If the format is successful, in his new position as
General Minister and President of the UCC, he will propose and encourage UCC churches to
use this TRIAD program across the country.  The SWC program is being facilitated by Rev. Ken
McIntosh, the SWC Coordinator for Church Growth and Renewal.

The first meeting of the Northern AZ TRIAD was held in August. Attending were representatives
of First Congregational of Prescott, First Congregational of Flagstaff and Faith United in Dewey.
Keeping to the strict outline provided, the meeting proved to be very productive with time for
introductions, quiet contemplation and sharing. By the end of the session each church vowed to
do a specific task, suited to its own needs and resources that could be measured for
success/failure at the next TRIAD meeting.

There are three TRIADS in place currently in the SWC.  We'll let you know what happens! 

Time for P.I.E. at FCC, Prescott--TRIAD Trial
P.I.E. (Play, Inspire, Eat) Family Night
 
Starting September 16th at 5:30 pm, First Congregational, Prescott, will gather for an
intergenerational family meal followed by a variety of structured activities for children and adults
that loosely center around that Sunday's worship theme. The vision is that each week will be
unique and include an "entertainment" aspect such as story telling, special music, games,
hands-on task, etc.  
 
P.I.E. was born out of a TRIAD with the Dewey and Flagstaff UCC churches, sponsored by the
Southwest Conference. Churches were asked to come up with a new idea and give it a try--and
to not be afraid of failure! So, P.I.E. is in the oven waiting for the 16th.



Interdependence
The Kindness of Strangers (and Strangers No More)
One afternoon a few months ago, I received a call from a local pastor. Her church had helped a
woman we'll call Maria with some food and shelter before Maria got on a bus and left town for
the southeast. A few weeks later, Maria called our local pastor with a desperate need. She had a
court appointment to further her case for asylum, and the person she had gone to stay with was
sick and couldn't take her. She remembered our local church as a place of safety and help, so
she called. I contacted a UCC church in Maria's new hometown, and was able to connect her
with a social worker and immigration lawyer, who were members of that church.

Sometimes we think of interdependence only in terms of our connections within the Southwest
Conference, but my year as Immigrant Care Coordinator has been a constant reminder of the
many ways we depend on those outside the conference as well. It's not just our connections to
other UCC churches and to the National Setting, but to all the people who share our values in
other denominations, in other organizations, and outside of any organizational structures. Every
church in the conference has connections to people in their own communities, and those
interdependent relationships make us stronger.

As you think about the ways your church can foster interdependence, remember to look to the
people outside the church, as well as those within the Southwest Conference who share your
values. It's likely there is someone else in your own community--or even across the country--who
shares your passions and wants to partner with you as you embody God's unconditional justice
and love. 

Rev. Tyler Connoley
Pastor, Silver City UCC
Former Immigrant Care Coordinator for SWC
 
Unfortunately, the grant from the national office that funded Tyler's salary for this past year was
not renewed. If you see him, please thank him for the wonderful job he did for us this past year.
One of the things Tyler did was to compile a pamphlet of immersion and volunteer programs
along the border. You can find it on the SWC website (uccswc.org) under Justice & Witness.  

Interdependence in action at Church of the Good Shepherd,
Albuquerque
This year's El Paso Pilgrimage involved not just two, but five Southwest Conference
UCC churches. Youth and adults from Church of the Good Shepherd UCC and Iglesia
Congregacional UCC in Albuquerque traveled to El Paso as one unified Pilgrimage
Team. Once in Texas, we worked primarily with Iglesia Congregacional la Trinidad,
but we also partnered with Peace UCC and Revolution UCC throughout the week.

In the mornings, our Pilgrimage Team hosted an arts camp which attracted children
ages 4-14, some of whom would otherwise be home alone with no adult supervision or
support during the day. In partnership with Pastor Jessie Sustaita and Crystal Sustaita
from Iglesia Congregacional la Trinidad UCC, our El Paso Pilgrimage Team provided
opportunities for learning, creativity, and personal growth. We also served healthy
meals with the help of your donations and the generosity of the nearby Valley Community
Food Pantry, which is supported by Peace UCC.

The El Paso YWCA and their Racial Justice Program volunteered to do a racial



bias training with us; the YMCA also offered us free swimming and showers; the International
Business Accelerator taught us about business development on both sides of
the border in Santa Teresa, NM; and the Holocaust Museum, Border Patrol Museum,
and Mujer Obrera Museum gave us opportunities to reflect on our history as well as
diverse perspectives on economics, prejudice, and workers' rights.

At the end of the week, the Rev. Deborah Clugy-Soto from Revolution UCC accompanied
us to the Mexico-U.S. border for a meditation that challenged us with an experience
of walking in the desert near the fence. We also talked to children on the other
side of the border fence while we were there.

Throughout the week, Pastor Jessie Sustaita centered us with her presence, prayers,
and devotionals. I am so thankful for her continued commitment to God and to our
partnership! Together, we fed children, welcomed laughter and Spirit, challenged assumptions,
and created new understandings between people from different cultures
and different sides of the U.S.-Mexico border. I can confidently say that lives were
changed in El Paso and Albuquerque as a result of the 2015 El Paso Pilgrimage.

Thank you for your continued support of the El Paso ministry and youth ministry here
at Church of the Good Shepherd!
 
Rev. Sarah TevisTownes, Pastor, Church of the Good Shepherd

Newsletter from Mark Behle Working in Lesotho
  
Whereas at most schools the words "Let's go
outside," said by a teacher, would be music to the
ears of primary school students, at Qiloane
Primary School  the students would love to hear
the words, "Let's go inside"! That's because ....

Read more ...

 
 
Pictured here is the teacher of Qiloane Primary School , Mr. 
Emmanuel Pitso (center, in blue jacket), in his "classroom." 
  

Fiesta and Sale benefiting HEPAC
Needlework for Nogales Children (N4NC) sponsors a Fiesta and Sale benefiting HEPAC
on September 27 11:30 to 1:30 p.m. at Casas Adobes Congregational UCC.
 

N4NC is sponsoring a second annual music and sales event - this year a Fiesta and Sale - to
benefit El Hogar de Esperanza y Paz (Home of Hope and Peace - aka HEPAC), a nonprofit
community center providing daily meals, educational opportunities and alternative micro-
economic projects to the women and children of the impoverished Bella Vista and Rosarita
neighborhoods in Nogales, Sonora.

The women of HEPAC will bring for sale their handcrafted items (adult clothes protectors,
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scarves, ladder yarn necklaces, Mexican fabric purses, baby blankets, crocheted plastic clutch
purses, tooth fairy pillows, and aprons featuring Frida Kahlo design). There will also be a silent
auction which will offer opportunities to meet and chat with leaders of Tucson in the fields of
social justice, housing, education, politics, photography, art, and more.  

As you shop, you will be serenaded by a strolling Mexican guitarist and singer.  You may eat
Mexican food cooked by the HEPAC women. To cap the festivities, there will be a folkloric dance
performance with women and children in regional costume. You really won't want to miss this
opportunity to shop for Christmas!

Why a Designated Conference Minister?
I was recently asked why the Executive Board decided to pursue a Designated Conference
Minister (DCM) rather than hire an interim while conducting a standard conference minister
search process and thought that maybe others had this question as well.   
 
When the Executive Board chose to pursue the designated conference minister path, the main
reasoning was excitement about the health and vitality of our conference.  We wanted to
continue the momentum we gained under John's leadership.  We also wanted to be part of this
newer approach to bring diverse leadership to the conference setting and be positioned to
potentially take a chance on a candidate with the agreement that it is for a specified (contracted)
period of time.  This process has proven hugely successful for the five conferences that have
tried it, and we already have a more diverse Council of Conference Ministers as a result.
 
Some things that tend to be different when searching for a leader at the conference setting
versus the local church:
 
·         The pool of candidates is smaller
·         The need to have a "break" from the prior pastor is less common
·         The mission is more set (COCAM, Search and Call, conflict resolution, relationship
building, consultation, Pastor to pastors, ecumenical ties, community spokesperson, etc.)
·         The advantage of Edith Guffey, who works conference searches at the national level, to
curate profiles as well as submit viable candidates that we might not be aware of otherwise.
 
We hope to avoid an issue with the system of calling an interim while doing a full scale search,
where forward momentum is stalled. When John was hired, his first act as Conference Minister
was to sign the death certificate for the Rock the Future campaign started by Cally, which had
stagnated during the interim process. We understand that interim work is hugely important in the
local church setting, particularly in a church that has had a lengthy pastorate, and we have
people trained for that work. However, in the conference setting it has often proved counter-
productive. 
 
If the Designated Conference Minister and conference deem that the relationship is good, then
the "designated" title can be removed.  This is determined by mutual discernment and we have
high hopes for this outcome.  This is because we will select a person that the search committee
feels excited about and confident in their ability to carry on our mission.  A leader who feels a
sense of call to this setting, who has been interviewed in person by all members of the Search
team and by the Executive Board, and has undergone a thorough background check and
vetting.
 
If the relationship does not turn out as hoped, we can conduct a standard search process and
the DCM becomes the interim without a feeling of failure on either side. 
 



 
Rebecca Glenn
SWC Moderator-Elect
On behalf of the Executive Board and the Search Committee

All Saints Retreat 

 
The Community of Aidan and Hilda cordially invites you to

Keeping Back the Darkness:
A Samhain-All Saints Retreat
October 30-November 1, 2015
at the Madonna Retreat & Conference Center

Albuquerque, NM

Featuring Kenneth McIntosh,
a writer, educator and spiritual mentor.

 
Click here for flyer!

News from the Churches
Send YOUR church news to Barbara Decker, SWC Office, to share in In the Loop.

First Congregational Church, Phoenix
The congregation voted unanimously on August 16th to bestow the title of Pastor Emeritus on
Rev. Dr. Steve Wayles!
 
First Church also held a "release" ceremony for John Dorhauer on July 19.  Greg Essenmacher,
Emeri Devante and Randall Barnes performed an original song to the tune of Leonard Cohen's
"Hallelujah."  The tribute begins, "I heard there was a man of God, the Southwest called and he
gave the nod....."  Read the entire poem here.

Desert Palm UCC
Rev. Tom Martinez has been called as Senior Pastor to Desert Palm UCC in Tempe, AZ. Tom
will begin his ministry on October 1.

Desert Heritage Church
At the request of Desert Heritage Church, Michael Whitlock has been received into
"Discernment for Ordination" by the SWC Committee on Church and Ministry A. Michael is
attending Eden Seminary and is the son of Rev. Paul Whitlock, pastor of Desert Heritage
UCC/DOC in Mesa, AZ.
 
Black Mountain UCC
Black Mountain UCC in north Scottsdale is holding a clothing drive for Rebel and Divine's LGTB
clothing closet. Thank you!

Church of the Palms UCC
Church of the Palms recently delivered 400 cases of water to Children First Academy. Water is
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provided for the students when riding in un-airconditioned buses to and from school.The
Tuesday evening Bible Study group, with help from several other members of the church, has
delivered water to the school for the last three years. It is true, they are "a church of glad and
generous followers of Jesus."

Scottsdale UCC, Scottsdale 

12 people from Scottsdale UCC helped to serve dinner to the folks at
Rebel and Divine on Sunday evening August 15th.  Big smiles and kids
trying to act like they weren't hungry greeted our SCUCC members.
Music, horseplay, and movement stopped once it was clear that the food
was ready to serve. Interacting with the youth and hearing their stories
 is a large part of the experience, and it is always heartwarming to see
how they care about one another.

Photo:Patti Sutherland with Rev. Jeffrey Dirrim

First Congregational UCC, Prescott
The congregation welcomed the Chuma family. It was so nice meeting Pheni, Annie, and Ethan.
(Toddler Ethan is really going to liven our church with his boundless energy!  His sweet grin can
brighten anyone's day.) The Chuma family is from Malawai.  Pheni is part of the Master's
program at NAU, in sustainability.   
  
Rincon Congregational Church UCC, Tucson
October 24-26, join Rincon UCC in Tucson for three days of Concert, Workshops and
Preaching--
 
**singers/songwriters Diane Van Duerzen and Lisa Otey for a Friends of Music Concert for
Social Justice on Friday
 
**keynote and workshops featuring Jennifer Harvey, Associate Professor of Religion at Drake
University and author of Dear White Christians on Saturday
 
**Dr. Harvey will be our guest preacher for both worship services on Sunday
 
 Click here for more information on Dian Van Duerzen, Lisa Otey, and Jennifer Harvey.
 
Good Shepherd UCC, Sahuarita  
Good Shepherd is always willing to try something new!  On Aug. 16th, Nanette Robinson,
founder of the Zuzi Dance Company in Tucson, did an aerial dance interpretation of a Mary
Oliver poem while Pablo Peregrina played an original instrumental song called "Fireflies" on his
guitar.  It was particularly meaningful as the congregation sat in a circle right in the midst of the
performance.  

Shepherd of the Hills, Scottsdale
Shepherd of the Hills has partnered with The Scottsdale Prevention Institute to bring parenting
seminars to our campus.  Beginning Thursday, September 17, from 6:30pm to 8:00pm, SPI will
host a series of seminars for parents and a separate class just for the kids/youth.  A new class
every week.  Topics include: 

Setting Healthy Boundaries/Building Self-Esteem
Effective Communications Skills
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Coping With Stress
Substance Abuse Prevention/Resistance Strategies
Preventing Dating Violence

Please call or click here to register.  The cost for these seminars are $10 per session.
 
Marshallese Ministries of Tucson
Rev. Amos Smith, pastor of the Church of the Painted Hills UCC, wrote a eulogy to Pastor
Wendell Langrine, beloved pastor of the Marshallese Ministries congregation, who died tragically
of a massive stroke at the age of 45.  Click here to read. 

Can You Help?
Our UCC campus ministry at the University of Arizona is needing your help to continue. Since
2011, Rev. Teresa Cowan Jones has met with students Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm at the
Little Chapel of All Nations and will continue to do so.  We're fortunate to have SWC Executive
Board member, Emily Marderness, as our president this year. For the first year in many, the U of
A has released names of students to us who self-designated as either UCC or non-
denominational. We can reach out to these students with your help. Any donation you or your
church can make would be most appreciated. Also, if you know of any student you would like us
to contact, please email Teresa at tc@tcjonescoaching.com.

Widening the Welcome
The next scheduled meeting of the SWC Widening the Welcome Ministry is Saturday,
September 12, at First Congregational Church in Phoenix. They will meet in "Room #5" at 1 PM.
The speaker this month is Lisa Roger, a member at First Congregational Phoenix. Her
presentation will focus on how the church council at First Congregational adopted her proposal,
"Accessible to All." If you have questions, contact Robert Koth, Coordinator, at 602-459-0638 or
email RobertKoth1@cox.net. You may also contact Michael Curry at 623-570-5656 or e-mail at
muchael.curry23@gmail.com.
 

Pathways of Grace
Pathways of Grace has moved to 1500 E Bethany Home Road, Suite 101, Phoenix.  Come to
the open house September 26th from 10 am - 3 pm and help us welcome the new site.  Artist of
the Month, Barry Travis, photographer, will be featured.  Proceeds from sales will go to the
Pancreatic Cancer Action Network.
To check out new groups for the fall (including a clergy supervision group) go to
www.pathwaysofgrace.com.

Books for Inmates in Solitary Confinement
If you have done any light reading over the summer and would like to donate a book, please
deliver your books to the Conference Office to pass on to the inmate library at the Maximum
Security Unit in Florence, Arizona.  Inmates especially enjoy mystery writers like Patterson and
others who spin a good yarn. Reading helps to pass the long hours in solitary confinement.  I will
collect the books and deliver them personally to the librarian in Florence.  Thank you for
extending your welcome to our inmate population.
Tina Campbell (Rev. Dr.) 
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Duet News
Speakers Available
Soon (perhaps not soon enough!) summer will be a memory.  As you gear up for the coming
months, keep Duet in mind for mission moments or small group presentations.  We would love to
speak about Duet's various services, or provide presentations for family caregivers or
grandparents raising grandchildren. Simply call Nichole Barnes at 602-274-5022 to request a
speaker. 
 
Giving Up 'The Keys'
Giving up driving is not easy... especially in our car-dependent Valley. Indeed, older adults who
stop driving are nearly twice as likely to be depressed as their peers, according to a July 2015
report issued by the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety. How can we help others thrive through
this transition? Duet matches caring volunteers with elders and adults with disabilities who no
longer drive. Services such as rides to medical appointments, grocery shopping, and friendly
visits reduce isolation and help people remain living at home.   Please share a bit of your time to
make life brighter for a neighbor in need.  You choose where and when to serve. To volunteer or
to request free-of-charge help, call 602-274-5022 or visit www.duetaz.org. 
 
Smart Financial Strategies Seminar
Gain useful information at a free-of-charge seminar offered by Duet on Saturday, October 24
from 8:30 - noon, followed by lunch. Workshop topics include Medicare coverage options;
Arizona Long Term Care System and Veterans Affairs information, continuum of care guidelines,
long term care insurance, year-end tax planning updates, and social security information to
maximize retirement income.  The seminar takes place at 555 W. Glendale Ave., Phoenix, AZ
 85021. Please RSVP by October 16 at (602) 274-5022.
 
Become a Faith Community Nurse
Learn how to start or enrich a congregational health program that promotes health in body, mind,
and spirit. Duet semi-annually offers Foundations of Faith Community Nursing, a course for
registered nurses seeking to become faith community nurses. The four-day fall course will be
offered September 18-19, and October 8-9.  To download the flyer, go to www.duetaz.org or call
602 274-5022.
 
Elizabeth Banta, Executive Director
Duet™ Partners In Health & Aging
(602) 274-5022; www.duetaz.org
555 West Glendale Avenue, Phoenix, Arizona 8502

The Lay Academy has another exciting year planned for 2015 - 2016.
 
September 11-12, 2015  We'll begin in September as the congregations of El Paso, TX, host
Rev. Dr. Vernon Meyer and his session on Apocalyptic Literature- "Everybody Wants To Go To
Heaven... But Do You Want To Go Today? The Rapture Revealed".
 
November 13-14, 2015  In November, Rev. Rock Fremont will take us on a tour of the



Imam Ahmad Shqeirat, Rabbi Bonnie Sharfman and
Rev. Rock Fremont spoke on the interfaith panel.

Abrahamic faiths for his session "In The Beginning... From Zoroaster to Abraham," a field-trip
originating in Scottsdale, AZ that will take us from the church, to the synagogue, to the mosque,
and beyond.
 
January 8-9, 2016  We'll gather again in January in Sahuarita, AZ for Rev. Dr. Randy Mayer's
session on the topic of Immigration, "How Extravagant IS Our Welcome?" followed by a session
March 11-12, 2016, in Mesa, AZ, "We Evolve, Does God?" led by Process Theologian Rev. Dr.
Jeanyne Slettom.  We'll wrap up the year May 13-14, 2016, with Rev. Barb Doerrer-Peacock's
session in Flagstaff, AZ, "Transfiguring Mountains: a Practical Spirituality."
 
Lay Academy is open to all lay people. Contact Lay Academy Coordinator Rev. Rock Fremont
for more information or visit the website, www.LayAcademy.org.
 

"We are ALL IN COMMUNITY Together"
Arizona Faith Network hosted a Community
Conversation in May to open up the theological
discussion from various faith backgrounds about
what it means to belong to a "community" and to
raise awareness about the One PHX ID initiative
which hopes to promote a more inclusive
community within the metropolitan area of
Phoenix. "Powerful emotional connection and
trust help build a community," Rabbi Bonnie of
Congregation Kehilllah taught us in her closing
reflection. Imam Ahmad from the Tempe Isamic
Community Center spoke regarding Islam:
"Sharing with others is the sign of the living faith
that we have in our heart." 

Upcoming & Ongoing 

Kate Moyer and Doug Smith, Global Mission partners serving in Mexico, will be with the
DOC Arizona Region and the UCC Southwest Conference October 1 - 17, 2015.  Call the
conference office, 602-468-3830, if your congregation would like to schedule a visit.

Join us on October 8th at 1 pm at First Congregational Phoenix for the annual Phoenix CROP
Hunger Walk. The CROP Hunger Walk, sponsored by Church World Services, raises
awareness and funds to end hunger in the US and around the world.  (announcement from Rev.
Andria Davis)

The Faith Formation Team of Local Church Ministries is offering an on-line opportunity for United
Church of Christ churches to enter into a panel discussion on "Creating Sacred Space" for
worship. The event will stream live at 11 AM (EDT) on October 27, 2015 from the Amistad
Chapel at the Church House in Cleveland, Ohio at http://www.ucc.org/creating_sacred_space.
For more info, please contact Rev. Ivy Beckwith atbeckwithi@ucc.org.
 

Another General Synod Reflection
I had the privilege of leading the Southwest Conference UCC delegation to General Synod 30
which was held June 26 to 30 in Cleveland, OH. I found the entire experience to be inspiring,
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heartwarming, educational and exhausting in a good way. If you ever have the chance to attend
General Synod I highly recommend it.
Here are my highlights:  

1. Seeing Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer voted in as our next General Minister and President
2. Being on the floor where all the action takes place when it was announced that Marriage

Equality was now the rule in all 50 states. (The UCC was the first major denomination to
call for marriage equality several synods ago)

3. Hearing Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer comment on the mightiness of the SWC and encouraging
all conferences to innovate, to fail, to learn and try again

4. Observing the process work. This might sound boring but to watch a group of this size
discuss the merits for and against some very challenging resolutions with dignity and
respect. I liked the fact that with few exceptions those who went to the microphones to
encourage a yes or no vote had rationale and reasons for their position even when they
were different from my point of view. I liked that the mics turn off after 3 minutes so we
used our time wisely and people were prepared to share in the most powerful way.

5. Getting to know more of the amazing people from our SWC UCC and trying out some
wonderful restaurants!

6. Listening to some guest speakers share about the difference we make in the world and
how our courageous stands have created real change.

7. Learning more about what is happening with our earth. And that the things we now do for
fossil fuel like fracking and drilling in pristine ocean and blowing the tops off mountains
shows that we behave like addicts when it comes to getting our fossil fuels. And there are
things we can do in our communities to address this urgent need.

8. Witnessing the passage of some great resolutions including ones to address white
privilege and how the prison system so overrepresented by people of color, many of whom
really need help in getting off drugs or with other mental illnesses.

If you are interested in discussing any of this with me I would be more than happy to tell you
more.
 
Rebecca Glenn
Moderator Elect, SWC UCC
 

"SHINING NIGHT: The Music of Morten Lauridsen." 
Featuring Michael McCall, Desert Palm, conducting, and Joyce Buekers on
the harp!
K-BACH appreciates our listeners generosity, interest and support. As a THANK YOU "back at
ya!" K-BACH invites you to take part in a very special event, Sunday September 20, 4PM, at the
Scottsdale Center for the Performing Arts.

This one time collaborative effort features the Orpheus Male Chorus of Phoenix, Prescott
Chorale, and a Community Chorus especially formed for this event. 
  
Tickets are $10 and can be purchased after August 1, online at the Scottsdale Center for the
performing Arts, http://www.scottsdaleperformingarts.org/event/k-bach-radio-presents-shining-
night/,or at the door.

 

http://tickets.scottsdaleperformingarts.org/tickets/rentals.aspx


 

2015 Calendar of Events
September - November
 
Sept 10           COCAM A, SWC office, 9:45 am - 2:30 pm
Sept 11-12      Lay Academy, El Paso, TX
Sept 21           COCAM B, SWC office,11:00 am - 3:00 pm
Sept 29-Oct 17 Global Mission Visits with Doug Smith and Kate Moyer
 
Oct 3               Innovation lab, SWC office, by invitation
Oct 10             Executive Board, SWC office, 9:30 am - 3 pm
Oct 17             Installation, Sarah TevisTownes, COGS, 4 pm
Oct 24             Mission Planning Board, SWC office, 10 am - 4 pm
Oct 25             Music Mania, First Cong, Phoenix, 3 pm

Nov 5              Second POMO worship experience, SWC office, 7 pm
Nov 9-11         Clergy Retreat, Redemptorist Center, Tucson



Nov 11            COCAM B, SWC office, 12 Noon to 3:30 pm
Nov 12            COCAM A, SWC office, 9:45 am - 2:30 pm
Nov 13-14       Lay Academy, Scottsdale, AZ
Nov 27-29       Thanksgiving Alive, Church of the Beatitudes
 
 

2016 Annual Meeting April 22-23, Shadow Rock UCC, Phoenix
All Summer Youth Camps June 19-24, 2016, Emmanuel Pines, Prescott

This communication is made possible by your contributions to Our Church's Wider Mission.
Southwest Conference United Church of Christ
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