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In the Loop with the Southwest Conference UCC
September 24, 2015
 
Dear Friends of the Southwest Conference, 
 

Designated Conference Minister is Called!

The SWC Executive Board has unanimously called the Rev.
Dr. William (Bill) M. Lyons as our Designated Conference
Minister. Dr. Lyons is scheduled to begin his ministry with us
on January 1, 2016. Bill was ordained in the U.C.C. on
October 13, 1985 and has 30 years of pastoral experience.

Dr. Lyons has served St. John's United Church of Christ in
Grand Rapids, Michigan, as their pastor for 11 years. During
his ministry the congregation adopted new vision, mission
and welcome statements, expanded their wedding policy to
include all couples regardless of gender, became open and
affirming congregation #869, and shifted from beliefs-based
to values-based ministry - in that order. Along the way St.
John's reconfigured staffing and programs to reflect its
identity and size, and crossed the threshold to financial
sustainability. While he can't tell you their average worship
attendance, he will tell you that since 2013 when the
congregation changed the way it measures their success,
St. John's has documented at least 365,721 people's lives
impacted through the ministry of their 123 members.

Dr. Lyons began facilitating the Michigan Conference UCC Vital Growth Mission Area Team in
2014. Since then four new congregations were funded and several more are in development,
conference ministries and events for congregational revitalization, healthy conflict, and
leadership development have been initiated, and the Michigan ONA Coalition of the UCC has
become a part of the conference's life. "All the credit for these ministries goes to the dedicated
and committed people who give life to this team," says Lyons. "It's been a joy to convene them
and participate in bringing our shared vision to life!" Dr. Lyons also teaches in the Michigan
Conference/Disciples of Christ program to train Licensed and Commissioned Ministers.

Chaplaincy is near to Dr. Lyons's heart. He was a chaplain resident in Hartford, CT, where he
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completed four units of Clinical Pastoral Education. For five years he was the chaplain of
Trumbull Correctional Institution in Leavittsburg, OH. Beginning with one group of five
volunteers, Lyons ended his ministry there supervising an interfaith staff with fifty outside groups
and over five hundred volunteers serving the men incarcerated. The program grew from less
than ten percent to more than two-thirds of the fifteen hundred inmates enrolled in religious
programs. Lyons initiated the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction's first inmate-
taught Vacation Bible School for the children of inmates who had completed a successful
fathering program.

After graduating from what is now Kentucky Christian University, Lyons earned graduate
degrees from The University of St. Joseph (MA/Pastoral Ministry) and the Cincinnati Bible
Seminary (MDiv). He earned his Doctor of Ministry from McCormick Theological Seminary in
parish revitalization. Lyons wants you to know that he is as fluent in conservative Biblical
interpretation as he is committed to the liberal theology of the UCC. Dr. Lyons has authored a
six-session Bible study titled, What the Bible Really Says About Gay Christians (May Surprise
You), maintains an active consulting and speaking schedule with congregations around themes
of adaptive challenges and sustainable change, is a member of the Grand West Association
UCC Church & Ministry Committee and the association's Council, and is active with a number of
committees and boards in Grand Rapids community. 

Bill is most proud of his three children and their spouses, all of whom are in helping professions
and two of whom serve in the U.S. military. At the slightest hint of interest Bill will show you the
hundreds of pictures of his grandchildren he keeps on his iPhone. He and his partner, Ron,
enjoy biking, hiking, gardening (Ron), cooking & wine-making (Bill), reading, and camping.

"I am coming to the Southwest Conference with excitement, ready to listen and learn how this
conference and the national church can empower and equip you for more vital ministry in your
communities and congregations. Together we will continue to be the most innovative conference
in our beloved United Church of Christ, while we discover what new calling God has placed
upon us in our life together."

Stirring Things Up in the SWC
~~an Interdependence article by Ken McIntosh, Church
Growth/Renewal

  "And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good
works." Hebrews 10:24, ESV
 
"Stirring things up" doesn't always have a good connotation, but I
like the Bible verse printed above. Stirring up good
change...that's something we can all get excited about. The
Greek word translated "stir up" is KATANAO. Various translations
capture it different ways, "spur one another on," "stimulate one
another," and "encourage each other." However we translate this
idea, what matters is doing it. And that's what Triad initiatives in
the Southwest Conference are about.

Triads are partnerships between three churches, ideally with
three members on a team (pastor plus two) meeting three times

in a year to do exactly what that verse says. Our three triads are:

1. Congregational Church of the Valley, Black Mountain, and Scottsdale Congregational

2. Flagstaff, Dewey, and Prescott



3. Revolution, Silver City, and Yuma

The first two triads meet in real space alternating between churches, and the third meets online.
So far, all three triads have had their first meeting in which they shared news of their prospective
churches, considered the question "If we were unafraid we would..." then brainstormed ideas
and finally each church devised a plan for action.

What sorts of "love and good works" are in development in our Triad churches?

~Showing independent films for community discussion
~Appearing at public events
~Asking whether all board decisions are "relevant to the next generation"
~Community Teas
~Family night midweek program
~Community panel discussions on topics of theology and public issues

Triads are definitely an experiment in progress and are just a third-of-the-way on their journeys,
but already participant churches are coming up with new ideas for local mission. Stay tuned for
further adventures as churches stir one another up for love and good works.

Unity within Diversity
~~an essay by Amos Smith
I think the most authentic strains of Church 3.0 will rally around two words: Jesus and
Justice. If I were persuaded to summarize the Hebrew Scriptures with one word I would
say "Justice." If I were swayed to summarize the New Testament with one word I would
say "Jesus." The words of the Hebrew Scriptures, above all else, point to Justice. The
words of the New Testament, above all else, point to Jesus. These are the root words of
Judeo-Christian Tradition. If the church loses these two words it has ceased to be the
church...Click to read all of this insightful piece. or go to the Southwest Conference blog.

Pope Francis visits America
Pope Francis is in the United States this week, September 22-27, meeting with President
Obama, U.S. Bishops, holding a Canonization Mass, and giving historic addresse to the
U.S. Congress and the United Nations. On Thursday and Friday, September 24th and
25th, five organizations will host Coming Together in Faith on Climate, bringing together
Christian, Jewish, Muslim and other national religious leaders in Washington D.C. at the
National Cathedral to express inter-denominational support for the Pope's call to action on
climate change and creation care.  One of the featured speakers is John C. Dorhauer,
General Minister and President of the UCC.  To read more, click here....

News from the Churches
Send YOUR church news to Sheri Slaybaugh, SWC Office, to share In the Loop.

Church of the Good Shepherd Installs a New Senior Pastor
On Sunday, October 11 at 11 am, COGS will install the Rev. Sarah TevisTownes as Pastor and
Teacher. Clergy are invited to robe and process. A reception will immediately follow the service.
 
~~Does anyone have a spare beige or black pulpit robe that they are willing to
donate or sell for a small price?  Pastor Jessie Sustaita needs one for the
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installation.  Please call her at 915-999-1831.

COGS selected as an Innovation Lab Church!  Pastor Sarah writes:
As a congregation, we already value innovation in ministry, but our participation in the
Innovation Lab will give us additional support from the Rev. Ken McIntosh, Church Growth
Coordinator for the SW Conference; the guidance of a professional coach, Rebecca
Glenn; and training based on the Design Thinking Method.On Aug. 22, the Church Council
met for a strategic planning retreat, where they decided that "communication and
connection" was an area where they would like to see even more innovation. We will be
sending a delegate, Maribeth Bohley, to the Southwest Conference Office on Oct. 3 for an
all-day workshop to kick off our process.

First Congregational Church, Albuquerque
First Congregational Church, Albuquerque, is celebrating their 135th anniversary on
October 17-18. This is the oldest Protestant church in the region. All are welcome to join
them for a potluck dinner and silent auction on Sat. Oct. 17th and worship on Sun. Oct.
18th at 10:30 am. 

Casas Adobes Congregational Church, Tucson
Casas Adobes is hosting the Third Annual Morris B. Ewing Memorial Golf Outing on
October 30th at SaddleBrooke Ranch Golf Club.  A portion of revenue from the event
supports the Youth Fund and the Southwest Conference United Church of Christ.  Click
here for additional details and here for the flyer.

Church of the Beatitudes, Phoenix
Annual Halloween Harvest Festival and Fall Food Truck Roundup, all happening at
Church of the Beatitudes, 555 W Glendale Ave, Phoenix, on Saturday, October 24 at 4
pm.
 
HIRING: Beatitudes Campus, a not-for-profit continuing care retirement community for
active independent senior living in Phoenix, Arizona, is looking for a part time (25
hours/wk) chaplain to join the Chaplain Team in meeting the spiritual needs of this
dynamic community of older adults. The Campus was founded over 50 years ago by the
Church of the Beatitudes, UCC. The chaplains offer a wide variety of worship activities
across all levels of care, pastoral care and counseling, and educational opportunities that
support residents and staff in spiritual growth and enrichment. To apply, go to
Recruiting.com or call Rev. Peggy Roberts at 602-995-6109.
 

Rincon Congregational Church, Tucson
Join us for a special movie event, the groundbreaking documentary about the epidemic of
rape in the military, "The Invisible War," November 20th at Rincon.  Click here for the flyer!

Rincon is hosting an event-filled weekend promoting Sacred Conversations On Race:
Exploring Whiteness, October 23-25.  Click here for details.

The Good Shepherd UCC, Sahuarita
$300,000 Pima County Bond Request to Fund Expansion of the Sahuarita Food Bank and
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Creation of a Multi-Agency Service Center. Initial plans include a 6,000 square foot facility
of which about 4,000 square feet would be for the food bank and the remainder for service
providers who would use flexible office space there.  The proposal to county officials
states that the facility would be built on church land adjacent to and south of the church. 
So those of you in Pima County- Vote!
 
 
Rebel & Divine OWL Retreat
A young adult fall retreat will be held November 6-8, 2015, at Chapel Rock Camp in Prescott,
AZ.  This is an opportunity for young adults to explore their values around sexuality using the
Our Whole Lives (OWL) program.

People News
Rev. John Hollowell, a much beloved pastor of First Congregational Church, Prescott,
passed away July 9, 2015. He was pastor there from 1976 to 1987. A celebration of his life
was held on September 13th at First United Methodist Church in Franklin, Tennessee.
 
We sad to receive word of the passing of Rev. Bruce Kline.  The Memorial Service for the
Rev. Bruce Kline will be held on Thursday October 8, 11 am at the Church of the Palms in
Sun City.  
 
We are sorry to hear that Mark Clark's mother, Betty Clark, passed away on 
September 19.   She was a member of First Congregational, Phoenix.  Her service will be
at the church on Sept. 27th 2:00 pm. She will be missed.

Music Mania October 25
CALLING ALL MUSICIANS and MUSIC LOVERS!

 
Raise your voices; Play your piano; Strum your guitar; Beat your
drum!

Sunday, October 25, at 3 PM
Phoenix First Congregational United Church of Christ
1407 N 2nd Street

Click here for the flyer!

Youth--Get Excited!

October and November Events!
GETTING THE BEST OF BOTH!
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The Disciples of Christ have invited United Church of Christ Junior and Senior High Youth
to attend the DOC Fall Youth Retreats being held in Tucson on Oct 24/25.  This will be an
opportunity, especially for our SH youth, to see their campmates from last summer. Click
here for the flyer and the registration forms:
Youth Retreat Flyer
Junior High Registration
Senior High Registration
  
The DOC and UCC are sharing resources by combining some of our youth programming. 
DOC youth and young adults are invited to our Thanksgiving Alive event in November. 
Let's see if this experiment will open up new relationships and opportunities for the youth
of both denominations and partners in ministry!
  
Transportation issues?  Call the SWC office and we'll see what we can work out.

THANKSGIVING ALIVE!
Thanksgiving Alive is alive!  It will take place at Church of the Beatitudes in Phoenix from
the Friday after Thanksgiving through that Sunday morning worship, Nov. 27-29. The big
changes for this year are that Young Adults and Disciples of Christ youth are also invited
to participate.  Information and registration forms are now available on the SWC website: 
uccswc.org.

Duet News
Your Helping Instinct
Back in the day, especially in small communities around our great country, people regularly and
naturally helped their fellow neighbors in ways great and small.  Now, many of us do not know
our neighbors, and it can be scary to offer help to people we don't know.  Duet, our
congregation's partner in service, offers an easy and safe way to help isolated elders and adults
with disabilities. When you become a Duet volunteer, you will choose from nine fulfilling forms of
service, such as friendly visits, rides to medical appointments, or grocery shopping.  Duet will
then pair you up with a person who needs the kind of help you wish to provide, based on your
availability. Much support is provided to ensure a fulfilling volunteer experience.  Please share
your time and friendship to bring neighborliness back to our community! To volunteer or to
request free-of-charge help, call 602-274-5022 or visit www.duetaz.org. 
 
Smart Financial Strategies Seminar
Gain useful information at a free-of-charge seminar offered by Duet on Saturday, October 24
from 8:30 - noon, followed by lunch. Workshop topics include Medicare coverage options;
Arizona Long Term Care System and Veterans Affairs information, continuum of care guidelines,
long term care insurance, year-end tax planning updates, and social security information to
maximize retirement income.  The seminar takes place at 555 W. Glendale Ave., Phoenix, AZ
 85021. Please RSVP by October 16 at (602) 274-5022.
 
Elizabeth Banta, Executive Director,Duet™ Partners In Health & Aging
(602) 274-5022
555 West Glendale Avenue,Phoenix, Arizona 85021
www.duetaz.org

Aid for Syrian Refugees
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Friend,

As we grapple with increasingly heartbreaking and tragic reports of Syrian refugees dying as
they seek safety in the region and in Europe, it is clear that the United States must respond with
leadership.

The fact that the U.S. has only resettled 1,517 Syrian refugees since the beginning of the conflict
is inexcusable. While resettlement is not the only solution, it is a critical way the U.S. can
support countries like Lebanon, Turkey and Jordan that are hosting millions of Syrian refugees.
The United States can and should resettle at least 100,000 Syrian refugees this coming fiscal
year, in addition to increasing our total resettlement commitment to 100,000 refugees from other
parts of the world. 

Sign this petition now and demand the U.S. increase the resettlement of more Syrian
refugees!

This petition is a great first step, and part of an organic, global effort of people who are refusing
to remain silent as countries shut their doors or remain complacent. Already, more than 55,000
people have signed on. To require a response from President Obama, we need 100,000
signatures before September 30th.

Thank you for standing with us as we demand the U.S. do more in this refugee crisis! 

In solidarity,
Erol Kekic
Executive Director, Immigration and Refugee Program
Church World Service 

Clergy Supervision
Where do you go to look at those interactions and examine how God is inviting you grow?
Are you looking for a place where you will be supported by others who understand your
unique issues?
Do you find yourself facing the same issue over and over again?

 
Pathways of Grace is offering 3 sessions on Clergy Supervision.  The first session is
October 5th from 10:00 am - 11:30 am.  (Attendance at all 3 sessions is recommended.)  
Click here for more info.

 

All Saints Retreat 
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The Community of Aidan and Hilda cordially invites you to

Keeping Back the Darkness:
A Samhain-All Saints Retreat
October 30-November 1, 2015

at the Madonna Retreat & Conference Center, Albuquerque, NM

Featuring Kenneth McIntosh,
a writer, educator and spiritual mentor.

 
Click here for flyer!

Have You Checked out the New SWC Blog?
Check it out at www.southwestconferenceblog.org.
  
Read a wide spectrum of topics (climate change, spiritual direction, transgender, happiness,
parenting, just to name a few) from a variety of contributors:
  
Karen Richter
Rev. Tyler Connoley
Rev. Ryan Gear
Davin Franklin-Hicks
Rev. Gerald Roseberry
Dr. Donald Fausel
Rev. Ken McIntosh
Rev. Teresa Blythe

Click here to read the latest posts!
  
If you're on Facebook, "like" the SWC Facebook page, and click "Get Notifications" under the
Like button so you won't miss a single post.
 

News from Lesotho

Mark Behle, our global mission partner in Lesotho, sent his September newsletter, The Morija
Times.  Click to open.

UCC History Trivia for your next party
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The United Church of Christ has long been an advocate of
social justice. Here is just a sampling of our legacy of social
justice and early actions:
 
In the year 1646, we published the first bible in the New
World, printed in the Algonquin language for Native
Americans.
 
In 1700, we took the first stand against slavery with the first
anti-slavery pamphlet in America.
 

Five thousand angry congregational colonists gather in 1773 to demand repeal of an unjust tax
on tea. This was the first act of civil disobedience, the "Boston Tea Party."
 
In 1785, we ordained Lemuel Haynes, the first African American man ordained by a Protestant
denomination.
 
In 1817, Congregational preacher Thomas Gallaudet introduced sign language to America and
founded the American School for the Deaf in Connecticut.
 
In 1853, we ordained Antoinette Brown, the first woman since New Testament times ordained as
a Christian minister.
 
During the years of 1862-77, we started six colleges and universities for African Americans.
These schools are still offering higher education today.
 
In 1952, when television stations in some states imposed a news blackout on the growing civil
rights movement, the UCC intervened. As a result, the FCC ruled that the airwaves are public,
not private property.
 
The UCC ordained the first openly gay man in a mainline Protestant denomination in 1972.
 
Meeting in St. Louis in 1973, Synod hears farm owners had unleashed a campaign of violence
against strikers. We flew delegates to California to show support for Cesar Chavez.
 
Rev. Joseph H. Evans becomes president of the UCC in 1976. He's the first African American
leader of a racially integrated mainline church in the U.S.
 
We were instrumental in creating the Americans with Disabilities Act in 1977.
 
1981, we ordained the first openly lesbian minister Rev. Anne Holmes.
 
We published The New Century Hymnal in 1995. It's the only hymnal by a Christian church that
honoring both male and female images of God.
 
In 2004, we welcomed the first openly transgendered person to serve a church in Colorado, Rev.
Malcolm Himschoot.
 
In 2005, Synod overwhelmingly passed a resolution supporting same gender marriage equality.
 
In 2012 we voted to work to reduce our dependency on non-renewable energy.
 
And at Synod this summer, we became the latest church to call for divestment and boycott of



companies that profit from and are complicit in the Israeli human rights violations and the
occupation of the West Bank and Gaza.
 
~~Taken from the Palm Leaf newsletter from Church of the Palms, Sun City

Books for Inmates in Solitary Confinement
If you have done any light reading over the summer and would like to donate a book, please
deliver your books to the Conference Office to pass on to the inmate library at the Maximum
Security Unit in Florence, Arizona.  Inmates especially enjoy mystery writers like Patterson and
others who spin a good yarn. Reading helps to pass the long hours in solitary confinement.  I will
collect the books and deliver them personally to the librarian in Florence.  Thank you for
extending your welcome to our inmate population.
Tina Campbell (Rev. Dr.) 

The next Lay Academy will be November 13-14, 2016.
 
Rev. Rock Fremont will take us on a tour of the Abrahamic faiths for his session "In The
Beginning... From Zoroaster to Abraham," a field-trip originating in Scottsdale, AZ that will take
us from the church, to the synagogue, to the mosque, and beyond.
 
Lay Academy is open to all lay people. Contact Lay Academy Coordinator Rev. Rock Fremont
for more information or visit the website, www.LayAcademy.org.
 

"Plug In to" your Passion-- 3 Opportunities 
Kate Moyer and Doug Smith, Global Mission partners serving in Mexico, will be with
the DOC Arizona Region and the UCC Southwest Conference October 1 - 17, 2015.  There are
a few spots open.  Call the conference office, 602-468-3830, if your congregation would like to
schedule a visit.

Join us on October 8th at 1 pm at First Congregational Phoenix for the annual Phoenix CROP
Hunger Walk. The CROP Hunger Walk, sponsored by Church World Services, raises
awareness and funds to end hunger in the US and around the world.  (announcement from Rev.
Andria Davis)

The Faith Formation Team of Local Church Ministries is offering an on-line opportunity for United
Church of Christ churches to enter into a panel discussion on "Creating Sacred
Space" for worship. The event will stream live at 11 AM (EDT) on October 27, 2015 from the
Amistad Chapel at the Church House in Cleveland, Ohio
at http://www.ucc.org/creating_sacred_space. For more info, please contact Rev. Ivy Beckwith
atbeckwithi@ucc.org.
 

Clergy & Members in Discernment Opportunities 

http://www.layacademy.org/
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Healthy Boundaries for Ministry 101 
OCTOBER 5 - NOVEMBER 6
This comprehensive 5-week online course taught by Rev. Dr. Marie Fortune of the FaithTrust
Institute in partnership with the Center for Progressive Renewal will equip clergy and spiritual
teachers to understand the importance of healthy boundaries in ministry and to critically
discern the complexities of boundaries in pastoral relationships. CLICK HERE TO LEARN
MORE AND REGISTER.
 
NOTE:  The SW Conference offers this before the Annual Meeting at no cost but if you are
unable to participate at that time, this is an option.

  
UCC Polity and History
SEPTEMBER 16 - DECEMBER 15
This 12 week course examines the historical development and structural polity of the United
Church of Christ. This course also spends time focusing on the emerging UCC and gives
students a chance to explore social justice, world missions, ecumenism, and new and
renewing congregational ministry within the UCC.
 CLICK TO LEARN MORE AND REGISTER.

 Save the Date - Social Media Workshop
Mark your calendars!  New date for this workshop.  Many of you were interested when we
scheduled this last fall, but it had to be postponed.  Plan to attend now.

Social Media Workshop, Feb. 20, 2016, 10am-4pm, at the SWC office

Send someone from your church to learn how to enhance your communications with a
variety of Social Media.

2015 Calendar of Events
October- November
  
Oct 3               Innovation lab, SWC office, by invitation
Oct 8               CROP Walk, First Congregational, Phx, 1 pm
Oct 10             Executive Board, SWC office, 9:30 am - 3 pm
Oct 11             Installation Sarah TevisTownes, COGS, 11 am 
Oct 24             Mission Planning Board, SWC office, 10 am - 4 pm
Oct 24-25        Disciples of Christ youth retreat, UCC youth invited
Oct 25             Music Mania, First Cong, Phoenix, 3 pm

Nov 5              Second POMO worship experience, SWC office, 7 pm
Nov 9-11         Clergy Retreat, Redemptorist Center, Tucson
Nov 11            COCAM B, SWC office, 12 Noon to 3:30 pm
Nov 12            COCAM A, SWC office, 9:45 am - 2:30 pm
Nov 13-14       Lay Academy, Scottsdale, AZ
Nov 27-29       Thanksgiving Alive, Church of the Beatitudes
 

 2016
Feb 20            Social Media Workshop, SWC office, 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
April 22-23      SWC Annual Meeting, Shadow Rock UCC, Phoenix
June 19-24     All Summer Youth Camps, Emmanuel Pines, Prescott
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