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As I sat down to re-write this ordination paper I had to remember it has been a journey.  

A journey of deep grief.  A journey to learn how to live without the man God placed in 

my life.  I have been reminded it is time! 

Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8  Modern English Version (MEV) 

To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven:   

a time to be born, and a time to die;  

a time to plant, and a time to uproot what is planted;  

a time to kill, and a time to heal; 

a time to break down, and a time to build up; 

a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 

a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 

a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones;  

a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 

a time to gain, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; 

a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;  

a time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace… 

 

Here is how I have chosen to express my faith and my journey acknowledging that God 

has been ever present and loving me to the depths of my soul.   

 

The United Church of Christ Constitution Preamble1 states: 

 

2 The United Church of Christ acknowledges as its sole Head, Jesus Christ, 

Son of God and Savior.  It acknowledges as kindred in Christ all who share 

in this confession. 

It looks to the Word of God in the Scriptures, and to the presence and power 

of the Holy Spirit, to prosper its creative and redemptive work in the world. 

It claims as its own the faith of the historic Church expressed in the ancient 

creeds and reclaimed in the basic insights of the Protestant Reformers. It 

affirms the responsibility of the Church in each generation to make this faith 

its own in reality of worship, in honesty of thought and expression, and in 

purity of heart before God. In accordance with the teaching of our Lord and 

the practice prevailing among evangelical Christians, it recognizes two 

sacraments: Baptism and the Lord’s Supper or Holy Communion. 

Theology 

I feel my theology is simple.  “Love your neighbor” is what Jesus said and he did not 

limit that statement with exceptions.  I do believe we are all made in the image of God 

and we do not have a feeling that God has not felt.  I am classified as a “liberal” by my 

family, which simply means to me I am open to hearing God speak to me in 

                                                           
1 Copied from the United Church of Christ Constitution 
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unconventional ways.  I know my theology is also progressive and I continually process 

how I see God in the world.   

As a hospital chaplain, my faith smacks me in the face many times.  So often technology 

has outpaced compassion and I work with families who are struggling to figure out why 

God is not answering their prayers.   

Someone pointed out to me that my theology might be a “communion theology.”  After 

considerable thought and prayer, I can see that now.  When I first heard this, my thoughts 

were limited to the “communion table.”  However, I believe the communion table is not 

limited to specific people.  Just as the bread and wine/juice are representations of Christ, 

so am I to others and others to me.  For me all are welcome to commune with God.  When 

I prayed about how I feel about communion and the theology behind it, I realized I do carry 

that theology into my life and work.  All are welcome, at the communion table, at the feet 

of Christ, in God’s sanctuary.  Because where two or three are gathered in His name. 

I believe the church is not the physical building but the people who are gathered to praise 

God in whatever form works for those gathered.  

Just as two of Jesus’ followers were walking the road to Emmaus asked, “Were not our 

hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the 

scriptures to us?”  I can honestly say I have felt the same way many times.  How often I 

have missed Christ sitting right beside me until he was no longer physically there.  I think 

about how Jim spent 50 years being the love of God for me!  Did I recognize it at the 

time?  No, not until he was gone and I was filled with grief was I able to open my heart 

and finally have a loving face for God.  I finally understood I am loved no matter who or 

what I am….no conditions, but just as I am. 

Jesus Christ, Son of God and Savior 

John 1:1-5 says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through 

him, and without him not one thing came into being.  What has come into being in him 

was life, and the life was the light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not overcome it.”  Jesus Christ, the Son of God was born, died, and 

resurrected to be our Savior.  His life was a testament to God’s love for all of creation. 

From God’s encounter with Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, God has desired for 

humanity to be in communion with God.  God was so concerned for humanity that after 

the great flood God made a promise to Noah to never destroy humanity again.  God 

placed a rainbow in the sky to not only remind humanity, but to remind God that God 

made a covenant with Noah to not destroy all creation again, no matter how evil.  

(Genesis 8:21 paraphrased)  

Throughout the Hebrew Scriptures God invited humanity to be in communion with God.  

Repeatedly God heard the cry of the people and responded, even when the people did not 

respond to God.  Eventually, Jesus Christ became the sacrificial lamb.   

Jesus Christ born of a virgin was both human and divine.  In His humanity Jesus 

experienced life just as we do.  After Jesus was baptized, He spent forty days in the 

desert.  He was hungry and He was tempted.  “Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned 
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from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, where for forty days he was 

tempted by the devil.  He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were over, 

he was famished.  The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone 

to become a loaf of bread.”  (Luke 4:1-3 NRSV)  Sometimes Jesus would be with a crowd 

and other times with just the disciples, and at other times by Himself.  This reminds me 

that even Jesus experienced emotions.  I do believe one of the most famous verses is, 

“Jesus began to weep.”  (John 11:35 NRSV)  Jesus showed His disappointment when the 

disciples slept while he was praying at Gethsemane.  (Mark 14:32-42 NRSV) 

In Jesus’ divinity, we have the witness of the miracles He performed, His death, and 

resurrection.  Examples include His birth story (Luke 1-2), the first miracle at the Cana 

wedding (John 2:1-12); healing of the blind and restoration of life to a child (Matthew 

9:18-38); as well as His own death and resurrection (Mark 16:1-20). 

Jesus Christ came into the world to answer God’s desire for humanity to be able to 

overcome our own sinful nature.  God has given us a way to be in communion with God 

through Jesus Christ.  Through the working of the Holy Spirit we can say, “Yes, I have 

stains that I cannot remove.  Yes, I have fallen short of loving myself as well as my 

neighbor.  Yes, I have not loved God as I could have.  Yes, I need God because there are 

things that happen which affect our relationship with one another, ourselves, and God.  

Yes, I need to know I am not alone, that there is a source of healing if I can open my 

heart and let go of those issues that keep me from the joy of knowing the love and 

absolute acceptance of God.” 

As a Christian, I believe Jesus Christ is the head of the church.  His resurrection is our 

saving grace.  It is up to us to open ourselves to Him and to acknowledge we fall short of 

the greatness God sees in us.  Jesus showed us the way to live a life that would be loving 

and just.  How Jesus interacted in the world gives us a framework for how we are to be 

with others, with God, and with ourselves.  Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection are a 

testament of love. 

Scripture 

I believe both the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament are the inspired works of God.  

God inspired the ancients to pass down the history of the Hebrew people in a way that 

told the story of love, grace, a yearning for God, as well as God yearning to be in 

communion with humanity.  The Holy Spirit can reveal the meaning in the Scriptures in 

different ways.  The written form tells the stories passed down from generation to 

generation orally.  These writings need to be examined within the context of their original 

situations in order to apply a proper meaning for the world today.  The style of the 

writings also tells a story in itself.  Style determines whether the writing is a poem, a 

song, a story, or even through the context of a dream.  We cannot forget that the original 

meaning may get lost when put into the written form, translated from one language to 

another, sent down one generation to the next, or from one style of writing or syntax to 

another.  Our modern rules of grammar can affect the structure as well.  We as 

individuals can be open to hearing anew what the Holy Spirit will reveal to us at any 

given time concerning the Scriptures.  Those who have studied and interpreted the 
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Scriptures with inspiration from the Holy Spirit aid in our understanding of what the 

message means in our own lives in this moment and time. 

Holy Spirit 

The Holy Spirit is that part of God that is with us constantly.  The Spirit is moving among 

creation as the breath of God.  The Spirit is recorded as coming down on Jesus like a 

dove when He was baptized (Luke 3:21-22).  Pentecost celebrates the Holy Spirit 

descending upon the disciples and giving them the ability to speak in different languages 

so all could hear and understand (Acts 2:1-13).  I believe the Holy Spirit is God’s way of 

guiding me towards truth, love, and justice for all.  The Holy Spirit allows me to be in 

communion with God even in my darkest moments.  Through the Holy Spirit, I am able 

to see past my own issues or concerns and see where my eyes may or may not be open to 

how God is working in the world.   

I’ve been asked how do I know it is the working of the Holy Spirit and not the enemy.  I 

believe the Holy Spirit brings with it a sense of peace that God is with me.  I believe 

because of that sense that I am able to see in new light.  For instance, I believe the Holy 

Spirit showed me how Jim had been God personified with me.  It was in that realization 

that I was finally able to put a face to God!  There are events that happened in my life that 

I, by the grace of God, survived physically, emotionally, and spiritually.  I believe that 

through my brokenness and with the help of the Holy Spirit, I see how those things 

shaped the person I am today.  I believe that just as the Spirit transformed the disciples, 

the Spirit transformed me.  I believe that is how the Spirit works and moves, transforming 

us in our brokenness and helping us accept that sometimes we are affected by the actions 

of others.  That God is with us, even in those times we don’t feel God’s presence.  Yet, 

there is the Spirit, holy and divine walking with us.   

The Trinity 

I believe in the Trinity.  I believe the Trinity shows the diversity of God.  I cannot believe 

that God gave us earthly diversity then narrowed our access to God.  Even the way 

Christians worship is diverse and varied in style, content, and points of belief.  I believe 

within the three forms of God we have direct access to God.  S. Mark Heim2 uses 

analogies to explain the diversity of the Trinity.  Heim attributes humans with three types 

of relationships: impersonal, personal, and communion.   

The Trinity is given the same three types of relationships with each other.  According to 

Heim when the Trinity is in the impersonal dimension, this is when God is in relation 

with creation.  The personal dimension is when the persons of the Trinity encounter each 

other’s unique character in the encounters with humanity.3  The communion dimension of 

the Trinity is when the unique characters of God join in the incarnation for all to have 

                                                           
2 Heim, S. Mark.  God’s diversity: A Trinitarian view of religious pluralism: Christian Century.  January 

24, 2001. pg. 14 
3 Heim, S. Mark.  God’s diversity: A Trinitarian view of religious pluralism: Christian Century.  January 

24, 2001. 
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salvation.4  Jesus Christ makes the Trinity unique for Christians, because Christianity has 

the resurrected Jesus Christ upon whom eternal life is offered through grace.5   

I believe God is available to everyone by direct access.  I believe the Bible is a collection 

of some of the writings that inspired the early Christians.  I believe we have to do the 

exegetical work to see the original meaning and how that is translated into the Twenty-

First Century.  I also believe if someone's writing didn't meet the requirements of an all-

male committee those writings were tossed aside.  What a much richer document our 

living Bible would be if some of those other writings would have been included in the 

Bible.  I believe Jesus command to "To love God above all and love one another" 

supersedes any other restrictive command.  Jesus didn't put a "but" when he said to love 

one another.  I believe the Holy Spirit is always with us guiding us on the best way to 

follow the command of Jesus to show God’s love to God and all creation.  I also believe 

we are a living testament and how we react to the world around us will either inspire or 

madden some people in our communities and communities of faith.  I believe we are to 

show God’s love to those who are marginalized, no matter how it affects our bottom line.  

I believe God gives us freedom of choice, and that freedom of choice is how we live out 

the Love of God in the world today. 

Baptism 

Baptism is one of the two sacraments of the United Church of Christ.  Growing up a 

Baptist I struggled with infant baptism when I first encountered and practiced it.  As my 

understanding has grown and my ministry in the hospital has included baptizing babies, I 

have a different understanding than before.  Parents are able to begin the grieving process 

and find comfort in the fact their infant is loved by God.  Baptism is the human action of 

recognizing we are a child of God.  While it is true that baptism is the act of initiating a 

person into the Church6 I also believe it is a visible act of being acknowledged and 

recognized as a beloved child of God.  Baptism is also a time for the church community 

to acknowledge their role as mentor in helping the person grow in his or her individual 

faith.  Baptism reminds us we are a child of God no matter what is happening around us.  

Jesus was baptized as part of a group of people confirming and acknowledging their 

belief in God.  Jesus walked into the river the same as anyone else.  He didn’t go first, but 

instead it is recorded that he was the last person baptized on the day of his baptism.  

(Luke 3:21-22)   

Holy Communion 

I believe the communion table is open to all.  I do not feel Jesus limited the eating of the 

bread or the drinking of the wine to be for specific people.  If it is to be done by all in 

remembrance of Him, then all are welcome at the table.  I believe the bread is a 

remembrance of Jesus Christ and not His physical presence to be eaten.  The cup 

represents the new covenant created by the shedding of His blood. 

There are and have been different interpretations of what and how to practice 

communion.  In Biblical times Christians gathered for a communal meal as a 

                                                           
4 Ibid. pg. 16-17 
5 Ibid. pg. 17-18 
6 Anthony B. Robinson.  Getting Ready for Baptism; United Church of Christ. Pg. 3 
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remembrance of Jesus and His covenant (1 Corinthians 11:23-26).  Paul addressed issues 

such as greediness, gluttony, drunkenness, and lack of love for one another (1 Corinthians 

11:17-22).   

During the fourth century, the communion meal (Eucharist) was shared within the 

churches; with all persons present sharing in the meal.  In medieval times, the priests 

were the only ones to partake.  There was the belief that Christ was actually present in the 

bread and wine.  There was debate and the Eastern Church believed that Christ was 

physically present as the bread and wine.  The Western Church led by Augustine believed 

in the spiritual presence of Christ and believed the bread and wine stayed the same.  

Aquinas introduced the concept of transubstantiation in which the bread and wine looked 

the same but changed into the body and blood of Christ.   In the Middle Ages, only the 

priest drank the wine and the people were allowed to share in the bread.  Some believed 

the wine was actually the blood of Christ and did not want it spilt.  Others believed the 

priests were greedy and wanted the wine for themselves. 

The Reformation brought about a time when all would eat the bread and drink the wine.  

The Reformers believed Jesus died for all so therefore all could share in the communion 

meal.  Martin Luther and John Calvin did not believe in transubstantiation.  Martin 

Luther referred to consubstantiation in which the bread and wine remained the same 

while also becoming the body and blood of Christ.  John Calvin believed in the real 

presence and stressed the faith of the person receiving the meal.  Ulrich Zwingli stated 

the meal was simply a remembrance of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

For me, Communion is a time when all are welcome at the table of grace.  No one needs 

to be excluded.  Jesus invited all to partake in remembrance of Him.  This is the time 

when we acknowledge the saving grace of Jesus Christ.  It is a time we can be joyful God 

is alive, Jesus overcame death, and the Spirit moves among us. 

While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave 

it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” Then he took a cup, and after 

giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; for this is my blood of 

the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you, I will 

never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my 

Father’s kingdom.” (Matthew 26:26-29 NRSV) 

UCC History 

The original church met in homes and many of the original disciples were martyred.  

Stephen was the first Disciple to be martyred and he was stoned to death.  Within the first 

two centuries of the formation of the church, it split within the Roman Empire and 

created the Roman Catholic Church in Rome and the Eastern Orthodox Church in 

Constantinople.  During the 14th century, John Wycliffe translated the Bible for the first 

time so all people would be able to read it.  Another split happened within the Roman 

Catholic Church in the 16th century, which resulted in the Reformation.  The Reformation 

Protestantism spread, and the United Church of Christ can celebrate a rich history that 

includes people such as Martin Luther, Ulrich Zwingli, and John Calvin to name a few.   
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The Reformation produced a diverse group of belief systems.  Four of those strands of 

Christianity comprise the UCC today.  They are: 

 The Congregational Church with its Puritan roots,  

 The Christian Church with its Frontier roots,  

 The Reformed Church with its roots in Pennsylvania,  

 The Evangelical Church with its Mississippi Valley German roots.   

These segments helped create the United Church of Christ.   

Congregational:   

 This was a group from the English Reformation who felt the King was not doing 

enough to remove Catholicism from the protestant worship. 

 Some people arrived on the Mayflower. 

 Descendants of New England Puritans and Pilgrims 

 In 1563 in England the Puritans pushed for independent thought and church 

autonomy, this would continue when they arrived in America. 

 Robert Brown was the first advocate for Congregationalism in England. 

 In America congregations determined the political and social organization of the 

community. 

 Only male church members were allowed to vote at town meetings. 

 The Puritans became intolerant of thinking that was not in line with their thought 

concerning faith and community. 

 Anne Hutchinson criticized Puritan sermons, taught and preached in her home.  

She was exiled to Rhode Island because of her teachings. 

 African Americans were treated as equals inside the church walls, but in society, 

they were treated as slaves.  Many African Americans withdrew from the 

churches and formed their own churches. 

 

Christian: 

 The Christian faith is said to be a truly American faith tradition resulting from the 

westward movement and in response to the Revivalism of the westward 

movement across America. 

 James O’Kelley held the first gathering in 1794 in Virginia. 

 The Bible was the only guide for church life. 

 In 1801 The First Free Christian Church was organized.  The only requirement 

for membership was Christian character, and all were welcome at the Lord’s 

Supper. 

 Six Principles were affirmed in 1820: 

o Christ, the only head of the Church  

o The Bible, sufficient rule of faith and practice  

o Christian character, the only measurement for membership  

o The right of private judgment, interpretation of scripture, and liberty of 

conscience  

o The name “Christian,” worthy for Christ’s followers  

o Unity of all Christ’s followers in behalf of the world  
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 They valued education and Elon College was founded in North Carolina in 1889. 

 

Reformed: 

 In the late 1600’s to early 1700’s German and German-Swiss settlers arrived in 

Pennsylvania and the Middle Atlantic region. 

 Many were indentured servants whose passage to America would be paid by years 

of service to the wealthy in America. 

 When they first arrived in the United States they worshiped at home influenced by 

the Bible and the Heidelberg Catechism. 

 Churches were formed along the rivers and mountain valleys of Maryland, 

Virginia, and North Carolina, as well as, in Pennsylvania and in New York. 

 Continued use of the German language became an issue. 

 The Mercersburg movement called for a “true revival” centering on the life of the 

church, and faith influenced by the Heidelberg Catechism. 

 

Evangelical: 

 Evangelical meant non-Catholic. 

 From 1830 to 1845, 40,000 people arrived yearly from Germany and joined the 

westward movement.   

 Missionaries and lay leaders served the early congregations as pastors. 

 The tradition was the result of the Nineteenth Century merger of Lutheran and 

Reformed Churches in Prussia 

 The Evangelical Catechism in 1847 introduced creeds and commandments 

 A common confession for faith and life, acknowledged through the Augsburg 

Confession, Luther’s Small Catechism, and the Heidelberg Confession were 

acknowledged in 1848. 

 Some of the immigrants were free thinkers who valued education, science, 

culture.  The result was children who were biblically illiterate and without a solid 

grounding in faith.  Parochial schools were started to educate the children.  

Parochial schools were just as prevalent as Sunday Schools.  

 Richard and Reinhold Niebuhr were the Twentieth Century theologians who came 

from the Evangelical tradition. 

 

In shaping the UCC I can see where the Congregational influence of autonomy of the 

local church is important.  The Christian tradition is American in nature and that allows 

for the diversity that is seen in society today.  The Reformed tradition brings an 

awareness of social issues that should not be ignored.  The Evangelical tradition gives 

the UCC strong influences for faith, education, and adherence to the Biblical truths as 

related to the human condition.   

After World War II there was a movement, I believe by the Holy Spirit, which 

encouraged a more Jesus-like expression of what the church could be.  As the UCC was 

in the process of forming some chose to not be in communion.  Some churches pulled 

away while others came in. 
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The UCC was birthed during a time that appeared to be at peace.  However, there were 

issues brewing and bubbling up trying to come to the surface.  Even though many look 

back at that time through rose-colored memories, the reality was slightly different.  

Under the surface issues were coming to light concerning equality, racism, and 

patriotism.  Some of the things I noticed about 1957 (besides my birth) include: 

 June 25 – The United Church of Christ was formed in Cleveland, Ohio by the 

merger of the Congregational Christian Churches and the Evangelical and 

Reformed Church.  These included the German Reformed Church and the 

German Evangelical Synod of North America. 

 September 24 –President Dwight D. Eisenhower sent federal troops to Arkansas 

to provide safe passage into Central High School for nine black students to begin 

their studies at the first integrated high school. 

 The Cold War continued and the Gaither Report called for more American 

missiles and fallout shelters. 

 The Civil Rights Commission was established under the Civil Rights Act of 

1957. 

 Martin Luther King, Jr. was one of the founders of the Southern Christian 

Leadership Conference. 

 “In God we Trust” was added to all US currency 

 ARTICLE III. COVENANTAL RELATIONSHIPS 7 

6 Within the United Church of Christ, the various expressions of the church 

relate to each other in a covenantal manner. Each expression of the church 

has responsibilities and rights in relation to the others, to the end that the 

whole church will seek God’s will and be faithful to God’s mission. 

Decisions are made in consultation and collaboration among the various 

parts of the structure. As members of the Body of Christ, each expression of 

the church is called to honor and respect the work and ministry of each 

other part. Each expression of the church listens, hears, and carefully 

considers the advice, counsel, and requests of others. In this covenant, the 

various expressions of the United Church of Christ seek to walk together in 

all God’s ways.8 

 Meaning of Covenant  

o What does covenant mean?  In the secular world covenant can mean an 

agreement, contract, or treaty, as well as other forms of bonds between 

individuals or groups.  From a position of faith, a covenant is a pledge to 

find ways to commune with one another in order to be God’s witnesses of 

love in the world. 

o In the UCC there are many forms of covenant.  There is the promise 

between an individual and the local church to nurture the individual’s 

spiritual growth.  There is the promise between the local church and the 

local association or conference.  There is the promise between the local 

                                                           
7 Copied from the United Church of Christ Constitution 
8 Copied from the United Church of Christ Constitution, Article III. Covenantal Relationships 
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association/conference and the larger church.  In addition all members 

promise to seek out and nurture one another in a peace-filled, loving, just 

way. 

o Covenant is important because the different traditions pledge to come 

together to do ministry of acceptance, inclusion, love, respect, and justice 

for all people. 

o There are covenants between individuals within a church setting that are 

related to the work of the church.  For example, there may be a covenant 

agreement between a committee and the church to further God’s mission.  

o I have a covenant with the Yuma UCC as the licensed pastor.   

o There may also be a covenant between a local church and a local 

organization that furthers the love of God by being the hands and feet of 

Jesus in the community.  

o In becoming an authorized chaplain with the UCC, I will be part of a four-

way covenant that will include the denomination, the church, the hospital, 

and me.  

 ARTICLE V. LOCAL CHURCHES 9  

9 The basic unit of the life and organization of the United Church of Christ 

is the Local Church.10 

In the UCC the local church is the base from which all of God’s work begins.  Due 

to the congregational roots of the UCC, autonomy of the local church is important.  

The local church governs itself.  The local church covenants with its members to be 

examples of Jesus Christ to the world and each other.  The local church has authority 

over how it declares and shares God’s love to the world.  The local church has a 

responsibility to its supporters to be open and affirming, to value each person, and to 

convey God’s love within the context of that church’s ministry.  The local church 

has a responsibility to the local, regional, and larger church of the United Church of 

Christ.   

Locally the church is to be the hands and feet of Jesus in the community.  Loving 

those who are unloved, seeking justice for those who are wrongly persecuted, or 

welcoming those who feel alienated.  Because Jesus Christ lived, died, and was 

resurrected, the local church has a responsibility to the local community to continue 

the ministry of inclusive loving justice highlighted in the works and words of Jesus 

Christ. 

The local church has a responsibility to its fellowship to provide leadership that 

reflects God’s love for the world.  This includes being accepting of people where 

they are on their faith journey.  It requires encouraging growth in faith through 

prayer, song, Bible lessons, as well as through inclusive loving justice filled action.   

The local church has a responsibility to the Conference to support the wider mission 

of the United Church of Christ within a geographical area.  That responsibility 

includes monetary support, as well as support through time and talents.  The local 

                                                           
9 Copied from the United Church of Christ Constitution 
10 Copied from the United Church of Christ Constitution, Article V. Local Churches 
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church in conjunction with other churches within the Conference is to support one 

another in efforts of furthering the work of Jesus Christ through inclusive loving 

reflective actions.  

The local church has a responsibility to the larger church community as well.  The 

local church supports and covenants at the national level with all other churches in 

the United Church of Christ.  The local church has a responsibility to support the 

efforts and mission of the denomination.  That responsibility includes monetary 

support as well as time and talents.  The UCC is part of the church universal and no 

matter how small a church is, there are ways to be supportive of the church universal.  

One example is the UCC involvement with One Great Hour of Sharing.   

 

16 An Association or a Conference of the United Church of Christ may, 

under such provisions as it deems wise, admit, or continue to fellowship 

with, any Congregational Christian Local Church which is not part of the 

United Church of Christ. The names and statistics of such churches shall be 

kept separately; their members shall not be counted in determining the 

number of delegates which the Conference is entitled to send to the General 

Synod or hold elective office in that body, except that no ordained minister 

who has full standing or ordained ministerial partner standing in the United 

Church of Christ shall be ineligible to be a delegate to the General Synod 

or to hold elective office in that body. No direct or indirect participation by 

any such Local Church in, or support of, the work of the United Church of 

Christ, or of any of its Covenanted Ministries, The Pension Boards—United 

Church of Christ, United Church Foundation, or of any Conference or 

Association, shall be construed as making it a church of the United Church 

of Christ.11  

This paragraph goes to the heart of the UCC.  It reminds me that the verse John 17:21 

“They may all be one” is an important foundational building block.  No matter how 

the church is structured, it is welcome within the UCC.  For example, a 

congregational church, which is committed to its local autonomy, can be in 

communion with the regional and larger church at the UCC national level.  This also 

allows those churches that wish not to be part of the UCC membership but to be in 

covenant with the UCC room and space to connect in a way that allows the church 

to covenant with the UCC to promote the love of Jesus Christ, the Head of the 

Church, to the world.     

 

17 The Local Churches of the United Church of Christ have, in fellowship, 

a God-given responsibility for that Church, its labors and its extension, 

even as the United Church of Christ has, in fellowship, a God-given 

responsibility for the wellbeing and needs and aspirations of its Local 

Churches. In mutual Christian concern and in dedication to Jesus Christ, 

                                                           
11 Copied from the United Church of Christ Constitution, Article V. Local Churches 
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the Head of the Church, the one and the many share in common Christian 

experience and responsibility.12  

This paragraph highlights the need for the UCC churches to be in covenant with one 

another.  Each individual church is charged to carry out the mission of inclusion, 

seek out injustices, and work with other churches to show the love of Jesus Christ, 

the Head of the Church.  For example, Yuma UCC has worked with the immigrants 

who are detained before deportation or court dates.  Other churches have joined the 

effort through cash and material donations.  Currently Yuma UCC is involved with 

a TRIAD group.  This group is designed to offer support and accountability from 

other churches within the Conference.  This is an important group because all three 

churches are either small or at a distance from other UCC churches.     

 

18 The autonomy of the Local Church is inherent and modifiable only by its 

own action.  Nothing in this Constitution and the Bylaws of the United 

Church of Christ shall destroy or limit the right of each Local Church to 

continue to operate in the way customary to it; nor shall be construed as 

giving to the General Synod, or to any Conference or Association now, or 

at any time, the power to abridge or impair the autonomy of any Local 

Church in the management of its own affairs, which affairs include, but are 

not limited to, the right to retain or adopt its own methods of organization, 

worship and education; to retain or secure its own charter and name; to 

adopt its own constitution and bylaws; to formulate its own covenants and 

confessions of faith; to admit members in its own way and to provide for 

their discipline or dismissal; to call or dismiss its pastor or pastors by such 

procedure as it shall determine; to acquire, own, manage and dispose of 

property and funds; to control its own benevolences; and to withdraw by its 

own decision from the United Church of Christ at any time without 

forfeiture of ownership or control of any real or personal property owned 

by it. 13 

This paragraph emphasizes the autonomy of the local church.  While a local church 

can be in covenant with the UCC, the local church retains control over and 

responsibility for its own administration, governance, and oversight of its covenants 

with other entities.  

      

Personal Faith Journey 

When I was growing up my Christian experiences were not always pleasant.  My mother 

and stepfather would use the Bible as an excuse to be brutal.  My mother could quote the 

Bible front and back, which is one of the reasons why I do not like quoting the Bible to 

make a point.  Going to church was dependent upon the adult family members getting 

                                                           
12 Copied from the United Church of Christ Constitution, Article V. Local Churches 
13 Copied from the United Church of Christ Constitution, Article V. Local Churches 
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along.  If my parents were talking with their parents then church would be an option, as 

long as I was behaving properly and being a “good girl.”  

I vaguely remember one Sunday a woman telling me that God loved me no matter what 

had happened or what I had done.  I remember going forward in Worship Service and 

crying all the way.  I do not remember if both experiences happened on the same day.  I 

was approximately ten years old at the time of my baptism.  My parents were not there 

and I was promptly punished for telling someone that I was not a good girl at home.  I 

was not allowed back to church for two years and only after I promised not to say 

anything about what was happening at home.  I was glad when I finally went to church, 

that no one asked why I hadn’t been there. 

During the early years of my marriage, I tried to give birth to healthy babies.  I was not 

successful and I would be reminded that I just “needed to pray more, act better, be more 

Christian like, etc.”  I had several pastors tell me that I was not living right with God or 

my babies (12 total who died at different stages of growth and at different times) would 

have lived.  I was disillusioned with the church and with pastors in general.  These men 

taught me what kind of pastor I did not want in my life.  I was already feeling guilty 

enough because I couldn’t give birth to a live baby and some of the pastors were very 

heartless when trying to bring what they thought was comfort.  Although, I am still trying 

to wrap my head around one statement, “If you were living right by Jesus…” 

After I had lost twelve babies, I was able to experience God in my life in a loving way.  

Only one pastor told me it was not my fault my child did not live.  Charles Pomeroy was 

the kind of pastor I try to model my ministry after.  He was compassionate, caring, 

sincere, and present with me where I was in my pain.  He asked me if I had named my 

babies, told me they were all with Jesus waiting for me, and insisted I had not done 

anything wrong. 

I was finally graced with two sons.  During this period, my relationship with God grew in 

a quiet way.  During the years I was at home, I spent many hours volunteering at church.  

I taught Sunday School, held positions on boards, worked with the youth, and helped 

with Vacation Bible School, etc.  I believe God was quietly changing my heart and life.  

God was a soft presence who filled the void with a love so pure I hardly noticed. 

During this time, I started reaching out to other women who had lost babies.  I remember 

when I first talked to a young woman about her losing a child.  I could acknowledge all 

her pain and anger with the love of God.  We prayed together and I directed her to the 

Bible verse Reverend Pomeroy read to me, in which Jesus said, “Bring all the little 

children to me” paraphrased.  She read some of the Psalms and we both found some 

peace. 
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In the spring of 2001, I was a female leader for my church at a junior high schooler faith 

event.  While at the event, I spent many hours with a young woman who has cognitive 

disabilities.  The noise and all the excitement of the event was too much for her senses.  

We spent hours alone reading the Bible and talking about her life. 

God put me on a path that weekend that changed my life.  I enrolled in Ottawa University 

and began my studies to get my bachelor’s degree in psychology.  While taking my last 

class at Ottawa University I was again the female youth leader to a youth event.  As I was 

listening to Darrell Scott talk about his daughter Rachel, shot to death in the Columbine 

shootings, I knew working with teenage girls was not what I was supposed to be doing 

next.  I looked around and asked God to direct my steps from there. 

Shortly thereafter, while I was working in a group home for individuals with cognitive 

disabilities I felt in my heart that I was to go to Seminary to become a chaplain for 

individuals with cognitive disabilities.  I saw the hearts and experienced the loving grace 

of these special men and women.  I firmly believe individuals with cognitive disabilities 

are God’s special children.  We are to love, cherish, nurture, protect, and help God’s 

children in every way we can.  I feel so blessed to have been a part of the lives of these 

special men and women.  I felt I was a vessel to allow the love of Jesus into the lives of 

these special men and women in ways they could understand.  Although, I felt and still 

feel their ministry to me was led by God and especially during a time when my oldest son 

Joel was in the Marine Corps and deployed to Iraq.  I will always remember the man who 

patted my leg and said, “Jesus loves you” whenever I was worried about Joel. 

As I prepared for my call through my studies at Central Baptist Theological Seminary 

God continued defining my path.  Hearing sermons and listening to professors opened my 

heart again.  I was amazed at how my path continually evolved into a ministry that went 

beyond individuals with cognitive disabilities.   

God continued to guide me and after graduation from Central Baptist Theological 

Seminary, I began a clinical pastoral education (CPE) residency program at Yuma 

Regional Medical Center (YRMC).   

As I looked and searched for a new church home, I became more convicted that I would 

not compromise my beliefs any longer.   

When I was a resident chaplain, one of the other resident chaplains invited me to the 

Yuma United Church of Christ.  I did not go then because she said they only met in the 

winter.  I knew I needed year round spiritual support.  A couple years later Pastor Alberta 

Wallace invited me to the same UCC church.  She said they were meeting year round 

now.  Jim and I went that next Sunday, and as they say, “The rest is history.”   

Imagine my surprise when I saw the banner, “Don’t place a period where God has put a 

comma” by Gracie Allen!  Why, because Gracie Allen is my all-time favorite comedian 

and when I was ten years old I named my kitten “Gracie Allen.”   
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I must say at this point that I do not believe there is any one right way to believe.  I have 

a firm conviction that God has to be available in ways that allow each individual to see 

the face of God and God’s love.  When I look at the motto of the UCC, John 17:21: "That 

they may all be one," I know I am home.  If we are all to see God in the same way then 

why do we have different expressions of God?  I was pleasantly surprised when I was 

looking for information supporting the LGBTQ community and found a marriage 

ceremony on the UCC website.  I am again convinced I have finally found a 

denomination that will allow me to live out my call to ministry in a loving fashion and 

not one that is full of judgment, guilt, or hatred.  Another coincidence or God’s perfect 

timing, I was born the same year as the denomination became incorporated in 1957, so I 

will always know the age of the denomination in its current structure.   

God re-defined my call to chaplaincy.  I am now the “Clinical Night Staff Chaplain” at 

YRMC.  My ministry continues to grow as I work with patients, staff, and families.  I 

have sat with people during the darkest night of their souls.  I have rejoiced with them in 

births and officiated at weddings, funerals, baptisms, blessings, communion.  I have 

prayed with them and simply been the hands and feet of Jesus-walking with them where 

they are at in their faith.  My faith becomes more defined, and my practice of ministry 

becomes more compassionate, caring, enlightened, and diverse as I walk with individuals 

during these times. 

As a hospital chaplain, I can live out my beliefs and I wanted a denomination that would 

allow me the same.  I realized I needed a church home that would be inclusive as well as 

appear inclusive.  I am proud to be a member in the United Church of Christ; a 

denomination that does not discriminate due to a person’s gender, ethnicity, sexual 

orientation, or life circumstances.  The UCC is a denomination that is actively seeking to 

be inclusive of all creation.  The UCC is a living testament, as seen in its history.    

Even though the UCC denomination does not have creeds, there are creeds that are useful 

to facilitate understanding of God, Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, and a person’s role in the 

world today.  For instance, the Apostle’s Creed and The Nicene Creed are included in the 

“The New Century Hymnal” as well as the UCC Statement of Faith, Affirmation of Faith, 

and A New Creed.   

UCC Statement of Faith 

According to the UCC website: “The original (traditional) version of the UCC 

Statement of Faith was adopted in 1959 by General Synod and is widely regarded as 

one of the most significant Christian faith testimonies of the 20th century.”  

]However, the adapted version by Robert V. Moss shows how even after 1959 there 

was still room for inclusion within the statement of faith. 

We believe in God, the Eternal Spirit, who is made known to us in Jesus 

our brother, and to whose deeds we testify:  

God calls the worlds into being, creates humankind in the divine image, 

and sets before us the ways of life and death.  

God seeks in holy love to save all people from aimlessness and sin.  
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God judges all humanity and all nations by that will of righteousness 

declared through prophets and apostles.  

In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Lord, God 

has come to us and shared our common lot, conquering sin and death and 

reconciling the whole creation to its Creator.  

God bestows upon us the Holy Spirit, creating and renewing the church of 

Jesus Christ, binding in covenant faithful people of all ages, tongues, and 

races.  

God calls us into the church to accept the cost and joy of discipleship, to 

be servants in the service of the whole human family, to proclaim the 

gospel to all the world and resist the powers of evil, to share in Christ's 

baptism and eat at his table, to join him in his passion and victory.  

God promises to all who trust in the gospel forgiveness of sins and fullness 

of grace, courage in the struggle for justice and peace, the presence of the 

Holy Spirit in trial and rejoicing, and eternal life in that kingdom which 

has no end.  

Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto God.  

Amen. 

When I’m with a patient, family, or staff member at the hospital I do remember God 

promises to all who trust in the gospel forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace, courage 

in the struggle for justice and peace, the presence of the Holy Spirit in trial and rejoicing, 

and eternal life in that kingdom which has no end.  I have prayed with a family and used, 

“In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified and risen Lord, God has come to us 

and shared our common lot, conquering sin and death and reconciling the whole creation 

to its Creator.”  I have seen the impact this has had on a family who could not come to 

grips with the devastating news concerning a loved one. 

I grew up in a Baptist tradition, and every church I attended had the same congregational 

structure.  The structure includes the larger church, the regional organization, and the 

local church.  The larger church includes oversight of all aspects of church life within the 

denomination.  The regional organization covers a particular geographic area within the 

denomination.  The local church is the local church.  Autonomy of the local church is 

prevalent and I have found comfort in knowing I understand the autonomy of the local 

church, its ultimate control, and governance structure. 

There are many similarities between Baptist and United Church of Christ structures: 

 Autonomy of the local church 

 Self-governance by lay leadership 

 Connection and support to and from an area body and connection to and from a 

national body  

 Jesus Christ is the head of the church 

 The Bible is the sacred text to follow; depending on the congregation the Bible is 

either inspired or taken literally 

 There are only two sacraments: communion and baptism 
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 Liturgy is determined by the local church 

 Priesthood of all believers 

 Contributing to One Great Hour of Sharing 

 Ordination of women (not all churches supported) 

The differences include: 

 Infant baptism instead of baby dedication 

 Openly supporting and ordaining gay and lesbian clergy 

 Openly supporting and demonstrating marriage equality for all 

 Inclusion of all peoples 

 The prevalence of justice work  

 The prevalence and preference of inclusive language 

 The living out of Jesus command to “Love your neighbor.”  The command is not 

rhetorical, but rather a call to action that shows God’s love and grace for all.  

 Acknowledgment of the “Hidden History” of the denomination.  Giving credit to 

those who have helped shape the denomination. 

Understanding of Ministry 

My current call is to the ministry of hospital chaplaincy and as the licensed pastor of the 

Yuma United Church of Christ.  I say “current” because I feel I should always be open to 

where God is calling me.  Hospital chaplaincy and local ministry is my current “comma.”  

I can see Jesus in everyone I encounter and show the love of Jesus to everyone I 

encounter.  As a hospital chaplain, I am with patients, families, and staff at the most 

vulnerable and painful times of life.  When I walk into a patient’s room, I am the hands 

and feet of Jesus to them, while they are the face and love of Jesus to me.  I may be the 

only face of God someone sees and I try to be a presence of love without judgment.  In 

my call to hospital chaplaincy, my natural introverted tendencies can be useful.  I am able 

to be present with a small number of people who need love, support, acceptance, and 

encouragement when there is illness or tragedy.  When needed, I am able to facilitate a 

consensus with a family facing life-altering decisions.  My life lessons have given me 

insight to be compassionate and empathetic in life altering situations, and recognize the 

impact of those situations.  Sometimes saying, “God loves you” when others have 

condemned a person can have a restorative effect on spiritual, mental, and physical 

health.   

How UCC is an integral part of Chaplaincy 

Why is the UCC the context of my calling?  Plain and simple, I can be whom I am when I 

am with a patient, family, or staff member.  The UCC tradition encourages me to love all 

I encounter, without judgment of them or me, and accept others for who they are.  I’m 

encouraged to love, include, and be compassionate inside and outside the box, and look at 

injustice in ways that others may not see.  For example; ethnic and/or religious biases, 

marriage equality, immigration issues, GBLT love and support.  I am able to live out my 

faith in word and deed without concern of recrimination.  I can walk into a patient’s room 

and know that I am seeing Jesus while showing the love of Jesus to another, who may or 

may not have felt that love before.  I can perform alternative therapies such as “Healing 
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Touch” knowing the UCC supports the many different ways I live out my current call to 

ministry as a hospital chaplain. 

When I think about how I will proceed from this point forward, I have to acknowledge 

that part of me will wonder what Jim would think if he were here.  How do I articulate 

my beliefs?  Simply, I try to live them.  I try to be inclusive of all peoples.  I try and 

sometimes fail to be open to all expressions of God’s love and presence.  I try to see 

Jesus in everyone I encounter, while I try to be the hands and feet of Jesus to others.  I 

believe I have a duty to God, not because the Bible says so, but because I believe Jesus 

Christ died for me.  My duty is a duty of love in action, a loving obligation to God-a 

covenant that says I am to live out God’s grace and love, because of God’s grace and love 

for me.  I do not believe works save me but works are a result of love and salvation.  I 

listen for ways to be a face of God to the individuals I encounter at the hospital.  I also 

have been able to acknowledge when God’s love has been shown to me.  I look at how I 

can minister effectively to everyone I meet.  I try not to judge, but to be a loving presence 

with individuals where they are in their life journey.   

I try to be a comma and not a period in my ministry at the hospital and with those I 

encounter in the community.  I pray I am a living testament that God is still speaking in 

the world today.  My prayer is that you are able to see how God is working through me in 

my ministry as a hospital chaplain at Yuma Regional Medical Center.  I am currently the 

licensed pastor at Yuma United Church of Christ, and with the support of the local 

church, my faith continues to evolve as I bridge the ministry of presence at the hospital 

with the local church. 

Local Church Ministry 

How do I describe my role as licensed pastor at Yuma UCC?  It is a labor of love.  From 

the beginning there were challenges that I did not foresee.  There were times I threw up 

my hands and said, “God, help me!  I can’t do this alone.”  However, there were times 

when God’s love poured out on me from the people I was trying to pastor.  The writing 

and negotiating of my licensed pastor covenant was a labor of love.  It was evident the 

Yuma UCC council and I wanted the church to survive.  In my role as pastor, I have 

performed baptisms, officiated at marriages and funerals, walked with individuals who 

are struggling with their faith.  The local church ministry is different from the chaplaincy 

ministry.  In the local church not only am I being the pastor, but I am being pastored to as 

well.  As I am re-writing this paper, it is the anniversary week of Jim’s death.  The 

support I have received from the church has been without question overwhelming.  I have 

heard Jim through others, and in retrospect, I have heard God.  “It is time!”  

 

 


