
WHAT ARE CONGRESSIONAL APPROPRIATIONS? 

The Constitution gives the authority to allocate funding for the Federal Government

to Congress, this is often colloquially called “the power of the purse.” With this

power comes the ability to determine where, and how the money is spent on behalf

of the Federal Government.

WHY ARE WE FOCUSED ON APPROPRIATIONS?

Stand-alone bills do not often get passed through Congress. In this political climate, it

is even more challenging to get legislation passed through the House and Senate and

then signed by the President (especially since the two chambers are not the same

political party.) This means that we have to focus on legislation that is “must-pass”

and the funding for the government - called “appropriations” are typically those must-

pass bills.

HOW CAN WE INFLUENCE THE APPROPRIATIONS PROCESS?

The same way we would do with any other piece of legislation, meeting with

Members of Congress and their staffs and outlining our priorities as they work on

funding legislation. Having constituents meet with congressional staff shows them

what the people they represent care about and gives them guidance as they wrestle

with competing priorities.
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HOW DOES TALKING ABOUT GOVERNMENT FUNDING AFFECT

IMMIGRATION?

Where we spend our money says a lot about who we are as a country.  The faith

advocacy community often talks about how the budget is a moral document and

as a country we should choose to invest money in programs that help people

thrive and divest from programs that are used for (in the case of immigration)

inhumane detention, enforcement, and border militarization. Over the past several

years the amount of money allocated to the Department of Homeland Security

has been astronomical. The detention and deportation budget has grown more

than 40% since 2017 or by around $1 billion.

1.
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2. In appropriations legislation, there is text called “report language” which lays

out how Congress wants agencies to spend the money that is being allocated to

them. We have a tremendous opportunity here to talk about the need for

strenuous oversight of funds that are allocated to the Department of Homeland

Security. Because we know so much waste, fraud, and abuse happens in

Immigrations and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and Customs and Border

Protection (CBP), Congress has an important role to play in curbing this rampant

abuse.

WHAT'S THE END GOAL?

We are working to change the paradigm about immigration spending, shifting the

focus from immigrant detention and enforcement by cutting funding for ICE and CBP

while making investments to support our immigrant neighbors with community-based

alternatives to detention and immigration policies that are thoughtful and

compassionate.
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