
 
"PLAY helps us problem-solve, binds us as social creatures 
and helps us develop critical thinking skills. Free, self-
directed play in safe environments enhances resilience, 
creativity, flexibility, social understanding, emotional and 
cognitive control, and resistance to stress, depression and 
anxiety." 1(Derek Beres) Taking our cues from play-based 
learning, at this year's Annual Meeting you can expect circle 
time, work time, play time, and everyone's favorite - show & 
tell! Come with a heart open to play and whimsy while 
experiencing God and one another.  
 
DELEGATES   Churches with 500 members or less may have 5 
delegates; 1 add’l delegate per 500 additional members.   Ministers 
with standing in the SWC, members of the SWC Executive Board, 
and General Synod Delegates are Delegates in their own right. 
 
ACCOMMODATIONS   Holiday Inn, 12027 N. 28th Drive, Phoenix, 
AZ  85029.  “Southwest Conference United Church of Christ” Block 
Rate is $95 /night + taxes for any nights between April 21-23. Block 
Rate cut-off is 3/21. Call 602-548-6000 to book, or click on the link 
at www.uccswc.org. 
HOME HOSPITALITY contact Monet Davis at davis.family@cox.net. 
	
TRAVEL COST REIMBURSMENT of up to $125 is available. See the 
Expense Reimbursement Request form in the Annual Meeting 
packet.  
 
JR & SR HIGH YOUTH participate in portions of Annual Meeting 
and enjoy other time planned just for them. Use the Annual Meeting 
registration form to register. We especially encourage those going 
to NYE to come. 
 
RESOLUTIONS from a church or organization may be submitted 
following the 2002 standing rules which are available on the 
conference web site. Resolutions must be received in the SWC 
office no later than 3/11/16. 
 

																																																								
1	Derek	Beres	at	http://bigthink.com/21st-century-spirituality/is-play-the-most-important-religious-
component	

	
Greetings Members of the SWC UCC!  

One of my favorite Bible verses gives us a focus of gratitude 
and a perspective of Who we are and Whose we are. "This is the 
day that the Lord has made.  Let us rejoice and be glad in it." With 
this verse I invite you to our Southwest Conference Annual 
Meeting. This Annual Meeting gives us an opportunity to re-
acquaint, rejuvenate and rejoice 
together.  

Shadow Rock U.C.C. could not 
be a better place for us to gather 
“Faithfully and Playfully in 
Covenant.” 

With this theme we'll begin to 
envision a new and open future with 
our new Designated Conference 
Minister, the Rev. Dr. Bill Lyons.   As you get to know him, you will 
come to appreciate Bill as a loving and caring pastor, who has a 
heart for ministry.  We are so fortunate to have him in our 
midst.  Let’s give Bill a warm Southwest Conference welcome as 
we walk with him into our future together. 

Come, we who love the Lord, and let our  joy be known. 
George A Ault  

Moderator, Southwest Conference UCC 
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Our Keynote Speaker...	
 

Rev. Cameron Trimble is the Executive Director of 
the Center for Progressive Renewal.  She most 
recently served as an advisor to the Congregational 
Vitality and Discipleship Team of Local Church 
Ministries for the United Church of Christ and as 

Associate Conference Minister of Church Development in the 
Southeast Conference of the UCC. In her ministry in the national 
setting, Rev. Trimble was responsible for the development of national 
strategy for birthing new churches. In her conference setting, she 
directly oversaw the birthing of churches throughout the Southeast 
Conference. Each setting has given her a unique perspective on the 
challenges of cultivating leaders equipped to meet the needs of the 
future of mainline Protestantism. 

Rev. Trimble is an adjunct professor teaching church planting 
and renewal with the Pacific School of Religion and Chicago 
Theological Seminary. She has co-authored the book “Liberating 
Hope” in 2011. 

With this wide experience and exposure, Rev. Trimble is 
convinced that the future of the progressive mainline Church is 
dependent upon our ability to cultivate the highest quality of 
leadership in both ordained and lay leadership. 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
 
 

SCHEDULE (tenative) 
 
Thursday, April 21 

9:00 – 4:00 Lay & Clergy (retired and active) Boundary Trainings 
6:30 Moderator/Pastor Dinner (Beatitudes Campus) 

 
Friday, April 22 

9:30 Registration 
9:45 New Delegate Orientation 
10:30 Work Time (business session) 
Noon Lunch, Speak Outs & Recess J  
1:00 Circle Time with Rev. Cameron Trimble 
2:00 Play Time (experiment with yoga, tai chi, labyrinth, 

music, art, coloring, and more!)  
3:15 Bathroom Break J 
3:30 Show & Tell (meet our new ministries) 
4:45 Playdates J (retired clergy, specialized ministries, 

lay leaders, Mission Planning Board, church musicians 
and more!) or Nap Time 

6:00 Dinner 
7:15 A Celebration of Covenant (Word & Sacrament) 
8:30 After Hours (On site and off site options available) 

Saturday, April 23 
9:15 Prayer Time 
9:30 Show & Tell (Innovation lab stories) 
11:00 Work Time  
Noon Lunch, Speak Outs & Recess J 
1:30 Circle Time with Rev. Cameron Trimble  
3:00 Worship (Word & Sacrament) 
4:00 Day Ends 
 

Visit the playground (east of the building) or the 'thin place' for 
prayer and communion (memorial garden, near sanctuary) anytime 
throughout the Annual Meeting 

	


