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‘What saddens me is that I have to choose 
between living in the country I love and living 
with the family I love ...  
... I’m a US citizen, born in Los Angeles, and yet have to leave my homeland 
and become a refugee overseas for part of each year. ‘Liberty and justice’ will 
mean little to families like mine until the Uniting American Families Act is 
passed.”  
 
— Rita Boyadjian and life partner, Margot. They have two children, a 1 year old boy and 
a almost 3 year old girl. They live in Germany for six months of the year.  
 
 

The Problem 
 
An estimated 36,000 lesbian and gay Americans cannot sponsor their foreign-born 
partners for immigration ... no matter how long they have been together and even if 
the couple is raising a family. While U.S. immigration law is based on the principle 
of “family unification” — allowing Americans to reunite with their parents, children 
and spouses by sponsoring them for immigration — lesbian and gay families are 
not afforded this basic dignity.  
 
For these families — and their loved ones and extended families – the choices are 
drastic and unacceptable.  
 
• Those with aging parents must make difficult decisions between 

managing their parents’ health or remaining with their partner.  
• For the more than 17,000 lesbian and gay binational couples with 

young children, the choice is one between losing one parent or losing 
the only country their children have ever called home.  

• Every day, lesbian and gay binational families are faced with the 
untenable choice between family and country.  

 
With no ability to sponsor their partners, lesbian and gay Americans are being 
forced abroad, resulting in a direct, and detrimental, impact on families, 
communities, businesses and more.  
 

The Remedy: the Uniting American Families Act  
 
The Uniting American Families Act of 2011 (UAFA) will fix our immigration system 
by allowing lesbian and gay Americans to sponsor their permanent partners for 
immigration. UAFA (S. 821 / H.R. 1537) is sponsored in the Senate by Patrick Leahy 
(D-VT) and in the House by Jerrold Nadler (D-NY).  

UAFA would extend immigration benefits to permanent partners who have proven 
their emotional and financial commitment through rigorous documentation and other 
criteria similar to those faced by other couples and families. The bill would allow 
families who meet those criteria to remain together, and end the exile and 
separation they face under current law.  

 

To learn more, and find out how you can help pass inclusive 
immigration reform, visit www.immigrationequalityactionfund.org.  

For more information, contact Policy Director Julie Kruse at (202) 347-0002 or 
jkruse@imeqactionfund.org.  


